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WHY STUDY AT THE PURBECK SCHOOL

Every student matters to us and we have high expectations of them all. 
We tailor learning and support to ensure personalised development in 
both curricular and non-curricular areas in order to enable aspiration and 
achievement

Life and Learning in the Sixth Form is very different to Year 11. A significant 
challenge for students is to take more responsibility and greater independence 
in their learning. For example, students will often be taught in much smaller 
classes to enable greater individual attention, however there will be an 
expectation that students will prepare ahead for lessons, take their own notes, 
meet deadlines, undertake independent research and use their own initiative to 
extend their knowledge beyond the classroom.

There is a very full pastoral support programme in place and students meet 
regularly with their tutor to develop their learning skills in order to meet the 
challenge of Sixth Form. The combination of support, challenge, excellent 
teaching and enriching experiences culminate in our students leaving the Sixth 
Form as very successful, confident, independent and mature young people.

The Purbeck School Sixth Form is a unique place to learn that embraces the pursuit of academic excellence, fosters leadership, and 
creates opportunity, all within a supportive and nurturing environment.

We are a national leader as an educational establishment. In every area of the school students are taught by dedicated and expert staff 
who are passionate about their subject. Students who study at The Purbeck School Sixth Form routinely outperform those from other 
schools across the country and progress to renowned universities or sought after apprenticeships.

However, it is not just the academic performance that we aim to enhance at The Purbeck 
School. We also ensure that our students become young adults who are prepared to face the 
modern world with confidence and determination. Student leadership is an important part 
of sixth form life, whether it be through organising visits by university speakers, mentoring 
younger students, raising money for charity, or liaising with local businesses, we ensure that 
students leave this school with the self confidence to progress to their chosen pathway.

This is supported by a comprehensive enrichment programme that allows our students to 
embrace and thrive in the modern world. This can take many forms: political debate, sporting 
competitions, trips and visits, learning first aid, how to cook for yourself, or listening to varied 
and interesting speakers from different walks of life. There is a constant commitment to widen 
the life experience of our students.

Supporting all of this is our unswerving commitment to student well being.

There is a dedicated team of sixth form staff who are here to support sixth form students. We understand that life and learning are not 
always smooth, so we have a network of support for each student through the comprehensive tutoring system and the sixth form office. 

We are very proud that OFSTED commented that, ‘learners are known well as individuals’ – this deep knowledge and understanding 
of each student is something that we pride ourselves on. We hope you decide to choose The Purbeck School Sixth Form and we look 
forward to welcoming you.
 
Adam Darley
Headteacher



Tutorial programme

The bespoke tutorial programme and daily 
contact with a tutor, guides students through 
their studies and enables students to have 
the confi-dence to take up opportunities to 
develop their talents.

TRIPS AND VISITS

An inspiring range of extra-curricular activities 
support our curriculum through trips and 

visits specific to subject areas together with 
trips to the theatre, art galleries in New York, 

volunteering in Rwanda and many more 
opportunities.

EXTENSIVE CURRICULUM

We offer a range of stimulating courses to suit 
different needs and abilities. Students can 

study bespoke packages; whether these be 
very academic facilitating subjects, vocational 

courses or a combination of A levels and 
vocational courses.

Support provided in Sixth Form 
makes sure that there is a good 
balance between work and fun!

                       

TUTORIAL PROGRAMME

The bespoke tutorial programme, daily 
contact with a tutor and 1:1 mentoring, guides 

students through their studies and enables 
students to have the confidence to take up 

opportunities to develop their talents.

WORK EXPERIENCE

All students undertake a one week work 
placement to experience life in a professional 

environment.

I thought you would like to hear from us 
about the outstanding result achieved by 
your former student Sam in his Prelims 

in MBio-chem Molecular and 
Cellular Biochemistry. 

I wanted to share Sam’s success with 
you and to thank you for the very good 
preparation he clearly received before 

coming to us.

 University of Oxford

OXBRIDGE PROGRAMME

We have an extensive schedule of support 
including help with BMAT and UCAT exams and 
interview practice. Students are encouraged to 
apply for Oxbridge summer schools as well as 

Russell Group summer schools. We also organise 
for a number of students to attend Cambridge 

University on their ‘students shadowing 
opportunity’.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

The Purbeck School Sixth Form consistently 
achieves in line with the top 15% of sixth forms 

across the country. Ofsted commented ‘outcomes 
for learners are well above the national average 
in the sixth form’ with a key part of this success 
being attributed to ‘learners being well known 
as individuals’ . The school prides itself on the 

ethos of ‘respect, aspiration, perseverance’ that 
underpins the expert teaching and learning 

throughout the school.

Coming from another school I was 
daunted about meeting lots of 

new people however everyone was 
so welcoming, I found it really 

easy to settle in

“

”

“

”

“

”



Sixth form is a new and exciting time in your 
education; at The Purbeck School, you will be 
encouraged to be more independent, you will 
have more freedom to make your own choices 
and take responsibility for your learning and your 
actions. You will have the opportunity to become 
a sixth form student leader, enjoy a variety of 
enriching activities including many trips and visits. 
You will become part of a vibrant and successful 
sixth form community which is a solid foundation 
to higher education and apprenticeships.

We will offer you all this within the stability of an 
established and highly regarded community; you 
will receive excellent support both academically 
and pastorally. We will expect you to study hard as 
work in the sixth form is a significant step up from 
GCSEs; we will expect you to participate and to 
make the most of the opportunities you are given.

We are extremely proud of our students and look 
forward to welcoming you to our Sixth Form.

Debs Rayner
Head of Sixth Form 
and Assistant Headteacher

A Purbeck School sixth former is 
confident, intellectually curious, 

prepared, creative, resilient, socially 
aware and ready to make an effective 

contribution to society.

The EPQ qualification really came in 
useful when applying for 

university, as it linked in with the 
course that I was applying for. 

I was even asked about it at interview 
and felt that my reading around the 
subject had really given me a wider 

understanding of the subject

“

”

My daughter has loved her time at 
The Purbeck School Sixth Form,
and it has provided a powerful 
springboard to her future career

                              

“

”



LEADERSHIP

Our Sixth Form values leadership and 
encourages everyone to take part and 

develop their talent. The student leadership 
team have many opportunities to practice 

and demonstrate their leadership, acting as 
role models for the whole school student 

body.

ENRICHMENT

We strongly believe that education is about 
personal growth and a wider understanding 
of society. We endeavour to ensure that our 
students are able to contribute fully to their 

own and the wider community.

In addition to Wednesday afternoon sports 
and inter-school matches, our enrichment 

programme enables students to take part in a 
wide range of activities such as: Classics Club, 

first aid training, car maintenance, personal 
finance management, cooking on a budget 
and preparation for living away from home, 
art, Extended Project Qualification, National 

Citizenship Service and a whole host of 
volunteering and online course opportunities.

We run a lecture programme featuring 
external speakers to provide knowledge, 

inspiration and understanding of the world 
around us.

As student welfare prefect I lead other 
sixth form students in running a 
mentoring system, providing a 
friendly ear to listen to others 
whilst taking necessary action 

to improve school life for students. 
Being a part of the welfare team 

expands your communication skills 
and ability to help others; it is a very 

rewarding role. ”

“

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

The school is very proud to have received a 5 star rating for its careers and guidance programme from 
Dorset County Council. The rating recognises the extensive range of careers and guidance activities 
that the school has to offer including university visits and employment fairs, support from tutors, 
pathway events, and the expert and professional advice from the Ansbury careers advisors. All of these 
aspects play a vital part for students to research their next academic step or their career path.

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS

The Purbeck Sixth Form enjoys excellent links with local, regional and national employers and offers full 
vocational opportunities . The expertise and experience of our team has proven to be successful year 
after year, with many students pursuing highly selective post 18 choices including Oxbridge, The Russell 
Group of Universities and sought after apprenticeships. In every way the ethos of The Purbeck School is 
to prepare every student for a fulfilling life both at and beyond sixth form.

Year 12 take part in interview 
practice with a large number of 

local and national employers

Students are well known as 
individuals and are provided with 
meaningful careers guidance so 

that they leave sixth form to follow 
appropriate paths in education, 

training or employment.

                             Ofsted 2018
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THE PURBECK ALUMNI
This is a small selection of our fantastic Alumni.

	

 

Daisy	Tozer	took	part	in	our	Oxbridge	
Programme	and	has	just	embarked	on	
her	English	Course	at	Trinity	Hall,	
University	of	Cambridge.		

Our	extensive	programme	includes	a	

Ex	Purbeck	Sixth	Former	Luke	Walsh	
has	received	a	First	Class	Honours	in	his	
Masters	MathemaIcs	and	Physics	at	
the	presIgious	Warwick	University	in	
2020.	
Mrs	Walsh,	Luke’s	mum,	says	“I	cannot	
praise	The	Purbeck	School	enough	and	
as	I	truly	believe	he	wouldn’t	be	where	

The	Purbeck	School	Alumni

This	is	a	small	selecIon	of	our	fantasIc	
Alumni	–	many	of	whom	come	into	school	
occasionally	or	are	the	end	of	an	email	to	
support	our	current	students	with	any	
queries.

S 	

	

 
After A Levels, I attended Durham 
University where I studied BSc Natural 
Sciences (Biology and Geography). I 
then moved to London and completed 
my Masters in the Control of Infectious 
Diseases at the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, the I applied to read medicine at 

the University of Oxford 
during year 13 and received 
an offer from Merton College. 
I studied pre-clinical medicine 
for the first 3 years and did 

“I	studied	BA	Geography	at	King's	College	
London.	In	my	final	year,	I	managed	to	
secure	a	training	contract	at	an	
interna?onal	law	firm	called	CMS	LLP	aDer	
successful	comple?on	of	their	vaca?on	
scheme;	I	am	due	to	start	working	in	their	
London	office	in	2023.	From	2021,	I	will	be	

S 	
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my Masters in the Control of Infectious 
Diseases at the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, the I applied to read medicine at 

the University of Oxford 
during year 13 and received 
an offer from Merton College. 
I studied pre-clinical medicine 
for the first 3 years and did 

“I	studied	BA	Geography	at	King's	College	
London.	In	my	final	year,	I	managed	to	
secure	a	training	contract	at	an	
interna?onal	law	firm	called	CMS	LLP	aDer	
successful	comple?on	of	their	vaca?on	
scheme;	I	am	due	to	start	working	in	their	
London	office	in	2023.	From	2021,	I	will	be	

“I studied BA Geography at King’s College 
London. In my final year, I managed to secure 
a training contract at an international law firm 
called CMS LLP after successful completion 
of their vacation scheme; I am due to start 
working in their London office in 2023. From 
2021, I will be studying the law conversion 
course (GDL) and legal practice course (LPC 
MSc) at the University of Law in London - all 
covered by the firm, which is great! I am very 
excited about this new chapter, and I know I 
would not have got to this position without 
the support I received from everyone at the 
Purbeck School.”

“After A Levels, I attended Durham 
University where I studied BSc Natural 
Sciences (Biology and Geography). I then 
moved to London and completed my 
Masters in the Control of Infectious Diseases 
at the London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine, the highlight of which 
was undertaking a two month project in 
Rwanda. In October 2019 I started work 
as a scientist at Public Health England 
(PHE), and since March 2020 I have been 
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic as 
part of PHE’s National COVID-19 Response 
Centre. Studying at the Purbeck School 
helped instil skills which allowed me to thrive 
academically and embark on a fulfilling career 
pertinent to the current global climate”.

Ex Purbeck Sixth Former Luke has received 
a First Class Honours in his Masters 
Mathematics and Physics at the prestigious 
Warwick University in 2020.
Mrs Walsh, Luke’s mum, says 
“I cannot praise The Purbeck School enough 
and as I truly believe he wouldn’t be where he 
is today without the time he spent at school”.

Luke has now stared a new job in Cambridge 
as a Deployments Engineer.

	

 

Daisy	Tozer	took	part	in	our	Oxbridge	
Programme	and	has	just	embarked	on	
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praise	The	Purbeck	School	enough	and	
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The	Purbeck	School	Alumni

This	is	a	small	selecIon	of	our	fantasIc	
Alumni	–	many	of	whom	come	into	school	
occasionally	or	are	the	end	of	an	email	to	
support	our	current	students	with	any	
queries.

Daisy took part in our Oxbridge Programme 
and has just embarked on her English Course 
at Trinity Hall, University of Cambridge. 
Our extensive programme includes a wide 
range of activities to support students 
throughout their time at the school to 
develop their confidence, aspirations and their 
access to the ‘super curriculum’. 
Full guidance and 1:1 support is provided in 
Year 12 and 13 with the application process. 

S 	

	

 
After A Levels, I attended Durham 
University where I studied BSc Natural 
Sciences (Biology and Geography). I 
then moved to London and completed 
my Masters in the Control of Infectious 
Diseases at the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, the I applied to read medicine at 

the University of Oxford 
during year 13 and received 
an offer from Merton College. 
I studied pre-clinical medicine 
for the first 3 years and did 

“I	studied	BA	Geography	at	King's	College	
London.	In	my	final	year,	I	managed	to	
secure	a	training	contract	at	an	
interna?onal	law	firm	called	CMS	LLP	aDer	
successful	comple?on	of	their	vaca?on	
scheme;	I	am	due	to	start	working	in	their	
London	office	in	2023.	From	2021,	I	will	be	

“I applied to read medicine at the University 
of Oxford during year 13 and received 
an offer from Merton College. I studied 
pre-clinical medicine for the first 3 years 
and did an intercalated bachelor degree in 
Neuroscience in my 3rd year. I continued for 
the next 3 years to study clinical medicine at 
Oxford at the John Radcliffe Hospital. 

“At The Purbeck School I studied Maths, 
Chemistry and Product Design. The 
support and guidance provided to me was 
extremely helpful and had prepared me well 
for university. I am Currently studying an 
integrated Masters in Civil and Architectural 
Engineering at Bath University and following 
my studies here I am hoping to get involved in 
a sustainable sector of engineering.”

After graduating in 2019, I started working as 
a Foundation Doctor at University Hospital 
Southampton and am currently working as 
a junior doctor in the Medicine for Older 
People department. Currently I’m planning 
to specialise further in either a medical 
speciality or in psychiatry”. 

Keren Austria

Harry Fagan

Ollie Hall

Rachel Merrick

Daisy Tozer 

Luke Walsh
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