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Hello, 

 

Welcome to the Self Directed Study booklet. We hope that this will help you reach your potential as a student and also 

be a guide for your parents to help support your self-study whilst you study your GCSEs. 

 

Each subject area has put together summary of what you could do to support your own revision. Remember that there 

are some basic strategies before you even begin… 

 

 Don’t get distracted – try to have a quiet place that you are comfortable in and are able to revise uninterrupted; 

 Be organised; ensure that you are covering all of your subjects – not just the subjects or subject areas that you 

enjoy – a revision timetable will help with this; 

 Be realistic with a revision timetable – when are you able to revise – what is the best time of day that works for you; 

 Be active with your revision – just reading through notes or having a book open is not revision – how are you 

embedding the knowledge (mind-maps/ writing revision cards/past papers); 

 Test yourself – and use your parents/family/friends to help you; 

 Know the structure of the papers and the mark schemes – this is one of the very best ways to organise your 

learning – know what types of question you will be asked and how you should be answering them. 

 

Remember that this is your future. You need to be prepared and no-one else can do this for you. 

 

You should be completing home learning to a high standard every week. If you have no home learning then complete 

the activities within this booklet. We would recommend that you should be studying for at least one hour every day. 

 

Good luck – we know you can do it! 

 

Mr Darley      Mr Morris  

Head teacher      Deputy Head teacher  
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REVIEWING YOUR CURRENT PERFORMANCE 

 

 What grades are you currently being predicted by your teachers? 

 What grades do you want to achieve? 

 

Using your Y10 report and the feedback given to you by your teachers, identify where your strengths and weaknesses 

are in each subject.  

 

How will you improve your performance ready for the summer exams? Record your next steps… 

 

Subject 
Target 
Grade 

Y10 Trial 
Exam Grade 

Predicted 
Grade 

Next Steps… 

English     

Maths     
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PLANNING YOUR REVISION 

 

Create revision calendars similar to these to block out times for your revision each day… 

 

During term time 

You will need to fit in your revision with your school work that you are still doing. At this stage smaller amounts of 

revision are more likely to be more effective. Assign a total of 2 hours a night on revision (4 slots below). Don’t forget to 

plan family time and down time to relax. Don’t get too exhausted!  

 

 3.30 – 

4.00 

4.00 – 

4.30 

4.30 – 

5.00 

5.00 – 

5.30 

5.30 – 

6.00 

6.00 – 

6.30 

6.30 – 

7.00 

7.00 – 

7.30 

Mon 
        

Tues 
        

Weds 
        

Thurs 
        

Fri 
        

 

During weekends and holidays 

Split your day into two – block out a morning session and an afternoon session: 

 

 
9.00 – 9.30 9.30 – 10.00 10.00 – 10.30 10.30 – 11.00 11.00 – 11.30 11.30 – 12.00 

Morning 
      

 2.00 – 2.30 2.30 – 3.00 3.00 – 3.30 3.30 – 4.00 4.00 – 4.30 4.30 – 5.00 

Afternoon 
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HOW TO REVISE: SIX STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE REVISION 

 

At The Purbeck School we want to support our students and make sure they are using study strategies to support their 

revision, which work – based on educational research. 

 
There are a number of common techniques that have been shown to have very little impact on learning – and so should 

be avoided: 

 

Not effective revision: 

 

 Highlighting texts 

 Re-reading 

 Summarising text 

 

We often use these techniques because they are low stress.  They don’t really challenge us, but they make us feel good, 

because we are doing something.  The truth is though, whilst it may keep you busy and stop you feeling guilty, it doesn’t 

really help you learn!  

 

Effective revision: 

 

The way we remember things is by having to think hard about something and recall it from our memory. 

The more we do this, the higher the chances of us remembering something. 

 

Practice testing is a common high impact way of revising. Here are some methods… 

 

 Create flashcards, with questions on one side and answers on the other – and keep testing yourself.  

Websites like Studyblue, Memrise and Quizlet are great. 

 Work through past exam papers. 

Many can be acquired through exam board websites. 

 Drill key concepts to automaticity. 

 Create ‘fill the gap’ exercises for you and a friend to complete. 

 Create multiple choice quizzes for friends to complete. 

 Be proactive and get feedback on each practice test you take in order to improve! 

  

http://www.studyblue.com/
https://www.memrise.com/
http://quizlet.com/
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A group of cognitive psychologists from the USA, based in the University of Massachusetts, called ‘The Learning 

Scientists’ suggest six evidence  informed approaches to studying, that can help students to revise: 

 

1. Elaboration – explaining ideas in detail. 

2. Retrieval Practice – practice ‘remembering’ what they have been taught. 

3. Spaced practice – spacing out your studying over time. 

4. Dual coding – combining pictures and words to help you remember things. 

5. Interleaving – switching between the topics that you study. 

6. Concrete examples – using specific examples to understand abstract ideas. 

 

 
 

Students and parents can find out more information and watch a video about each strategy on our school revision 

website: www.purbeck.dorset.sch.uk/revision.  
  

http://www.learningscientists.org/
http://www.learningscientists.org/
http://www.purbeck.dorset.sch.uk/revision
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Subject specific guidance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

 

You should choose from the following activities and exercises in order to develop the knowledge and skills necessary 

for a good pass in your GCSE examination. 

 

Remember – to pass an English Language GCSE you need to have a really strong knowledge of the skills that each 

exam paper requires you to demonstrate. 

 

Activities to Develop Basic Knowledge and skills 
The first thing to ensure is that you have a really good understanding of what each examination paper is testing 
and the skills they require you to show. 

 
For both Paper 1 and Paper 2, use the information in your knowledge organiser to ensure that you have 
memorised the answers to the following questions: 
 
1. What is Question 1 testing me on? How many marks is it worth? How long do I have to complete the 

question? 
2. What is Question 2 testing me on? How many marks is it worth? How long do I have to complete the 

question? 
3. What is Question 3 testing me on? How many marks is it worth? How long do I have to complete the 

question? 
4. What is Question 4 testing me on? How many marks is it worth? How long do I have to complete the 

question? 
5. What is Question 5 or 6 testing me on? How many marks is it worth? How long do I have to complete the 

question? 
 

Activities to Develop Good Knowledge and skills 
Now that you have mastered the basics, there are a few skills to practise below to ensure that you are committing 
everything you need to know to memory.   

 
For Paper 1: 

 Open a novel (fiction) on any page. Choose a paragraph that doesn’t involve much speech. Explain how the 
writer has used language to create effects on the reader. Try to use terminology. 

 Open a novel (fiction) on any page. Choose a series of paragraphs (4 or 5) explain how the writer has 
structured their writing and the effects that this structure may have on the reader. 

 Write a side of descriptive writing. Now highlight and label all the language features you have used, 
 

For Paper 2:  
Choose an article from here: www.theguardian.com/uk/commentisfree. 
 

 Write a summary of the writer’s viewpoint or perspective on the topic they are writing about.  

 Write an explanation of how the writer has used language to influence the reader. 

 List the explicit information outlined in the article. 

 List some of the implicit information in the article. 
 

Activities to Develop Higher level Knowledge and skills 
Now that you have spent time practising the skills, it is important you test yourself in timed conditions. According 
to many studies, conducting timed practices has a massive effect on student performance. 

 

 Ask your teacher for a past paper. Bring it home and complete in timed conditions.  

 Get your teacher to look at the paper with you and tell you where you could improve. 
 

 

  

http://www.theguardian.com/uk/commentisfree
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 

You should choose from the following activities and exercises in order to develop the knowledge and skills necessary 

for a good pass in your GCSE examination. 

 

Remember – to pass an English Literature GCSE you need to have a really strong knowledge of:  

 An Inspector Calls; 

 The Conflict Poetry; 

 Romeo and Juliet; 

 The Sign of Four. 

 

Activities to Develop Basic Knowledge and skills 
If you don’t feel very confident about a text you have studied, then these activities should make you feel more 
secure. It is important that you master the basics such as who is who and what happened before you move onto 
more complicated ideas. 

 Spend 45 minutes re-reading one of your texts to further familiarise yourself with plot, character and key 
events. 

 Draw a timeline of key events that occur in one of the set texts that you have studied. 

 Memorise 5 key quotations from each of the set texts you have studied. 

 Create a mind map that helps to explain the context of each of the set texts that you have studied. 

 Spend 45 minutes reading through a study guide for the set text. Write up any notes on new information that 
you learn. 

 Spend 45 minutes doing the ‘cover then look activity’ – information on how to do this is at the front of your 
knowledge organiser.  

 Create a mind map for each character in the text you have studied. 
 

Activities to Develop Good Knowledge and skills 
Now that you have mastered the basics, there are a few skills to practise below to ensure that you are committing 
everything you need to know to memory.   

 Write down everything you remember about one of the texts you have studied. Compare what you have 
written to the information in the knowledge organiser. For the areas you are missing, use your revision guides 
or the internet to find out more information. 

 Write down five key quotations from one of the texts (or poems) that you have studied and then spend time 
analysing these quotations and explaining why they are important making sure that you comment on effect on 
readers and use subject terminology. 

 Create a list of subject terminology and definitions e.g. simile. This will help you use necessary terminology 
when analysing poems or texts. 

 Create a series of prompt cards by using the knowledge organisers for each text. On one side write the topic 
area and on the back the information from the organiser. Now test yourself by looking at the topic and seeing 
if you remember everything on the back. 

 Memorise the key quotations from 15 poems and the set texts you have studied. 
 

Activities to Develop Higher level Knowledge and skills 
Now that you have spent time memorising key information, it is important you test yourself in timed conditions. 
According to many studies, conducting timed practices has a massive effect on student performance. 

Spend 45 minutes answering one of the following questions: 
1. Explain how (name of writer) presents the character of (choose character) in (name text). 
2. Explain how (name of writer) presents the theme of (choose theme) in (name text). 
3. Compare how (two poems you have studied) present the theme of conflict. 
4. Compare how (two poems you have studied) present the theme of power. 
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MATHEMATICS 

 

To become more confident at Maths, you must practice your Maths regularly.  

We have a saying in Maths at The Purbeck School: 

 

“Practice makes skilled!” 
 

Structure of the exam 

 

 
 

How to revise 

 

You should choose from the following activities and exercises in order to develop the knowledge, understanding and 

skills necessary for a good pass in your GCSE examination. 

 

 
To support you prepare and revise for your GCSE Mathematics exam… 
 

 Complete a Hegarty-Maths MemRi quiz. 

 Complete and mark a GCSE practice exam paper under timed conditions. 
Go to www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/assessment-resources  

 Learn the key mathematical formulae you need in your examination. 

 Create a set of flashcards for the knowledge and skills you have been taught in lessons that week. 

 Self-quiz from our Knowledge Organisers, using the Look, Cover, Write, Check strategy. 
 
Using your Key Questions assessments, identify a key skill that you need to develop and… 
 

 Watch a video and complete a quiz from www.hegartymaths.com. 

 Practice questions from our Topic Booklets (go to Moodle / Maths Tutorial). 

 Email your teacher for a worksheet to complete. 
 

 

If you require help and support with your Maths then we encourage you to… 

 

 Use our Maths Support Sessions (every lunchtime, Room M13); 

 Go to Study Plus (Tuesday to Thursday, 3.30-4.30pm, room E14); 

 Use your notes and worked examples in your class exercise books; 

 Use our Maths Knowledge Organisers; 

 Email your teacher and ask for help! 

  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/assessment-resources
http://www.hegartymaths.com/
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ART 

 

Your Art sketchbook is a creative document that contains both written and visual material. It is a place for 
researching, exploring, planning and developing ideas – for testing, practising, evaluating and discussing your 
project. It is the place where you learn from other artists and express and brainstorm ideas. It shows the journey (or 
development) towards your final piece and usually contains… 
 

 Drawings, diagrams, thumbnails, composition plans, paintings and/or designs; 

 Practise and trials of different techniques and processes; 

 A range of mixed mediums and materials; 

 Evidence of first-hand responses to subject matter and artworks, demonstrated through observational 
drawings, photographs and annotated pamphlets and sketches from exhibitions or gallery visits. (Note: the 
sketchbook must NOT be used as a dumping ground for fliers and pamphlets. If you are going to glue something 
in, evaluate it, discuss its relevance and explain how it helps to inform your own work); 

 Digital printouts of relevant artist work; 
 
The following tips and guidelines should help you understand how to add quality notes to your pages: 
 

 Reveal your own thinking and personal responses (rather than regurgitating facts or the views of others); 

 Explain the starting points and ideas, emphasising personal relevance and your own connections to subjects; 

 Critically analyse and compare artwork of relevant artist models (both historical and contemporary artists, 
from a range of cultures). Discuss aesthetics, use of media, technique, meaning/emotion/ideas and the influence 
of an artist upon your own work. While it is important to conduct research into your artist models (and to 
convey an understanding of this information), avoid copying or summarising large passages of information from 
other sources. Instead, select the information that you think is useful for your project and link it with your own 
viewpoints and observations. Use research findings to make you sound clever and knowledgeable – to prove that 
you are aware of the artists and cultural influences around you – and to help you to critically evaluate artworks 
(by giving you background information and a peek into the mind of an artist): do not use it to fill your sketchbook 
with boring facts. 

 Demonstrate good subject knowledge, using correct vocabulary (phrases such as ‘strong contrast’, ‘draws the 
eye’ and ‘focal point’ etc.) 

 Reference of all images, artwork and text from other sources, ensuring that artists, websites and books are 
acknowledged (it should be obvious to an examiner which work is yours when viewing a page, so cite sources 
directly underneath the appropriate image. Photographs taken by yourself should be clearly labelled, so 
examiners know the work is yours and reward you for it) 

 Communicate with clarity. It doesn’t matter whether you jot down notes or use full sentences, but never use 
‘txt’ speak and try to avoid incorrect spelling, as this indicates sloppiness and can hint to the examiner that you 
are a lower calibre candidate. 

 
When annotating a GCSE Art sketchbook, it may benefit you to contemplate the following: 
 

 What subjects/themes/moods/issues/messages are explored? Why are these relevant or important to the artist? 

 What appeals to you visually about this artwork? 

 How does the composition of the artwork (i.e. the relationship between the visual elements: line, shape, colour, 
tone, texture and space) help to communicate ideas and reinforce a message? Why might this composition have 
been chosen? (Discuss in terms of how the visual elements interact and create visual devices that ‘draw 
attention’, ‘emphasise’, ‘balance’, ‘link’ and/or ‘direct the viewer through the artwork’ etc.) 

 What mediums, techniques (mark-making methods), styles and processes have been used? How do these 
communicate a message? How do they affect the mood of the artwork and the communication of ideas? Are 
these methods useful for your own project? 

 How does all of the above help you with your own artwork? 
For more information, use this link: www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z6hs34j  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z6hs34j
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BUSINESS STUDIES 

 

This information will support all students on how to work independently at home to develop the knowledge and 

skills necessary for a good pass in your GCSE Business Studies exam.  

 

Deepening your Business Studies knowledge: 

 Read a chapter from the course companion; 

 Answer the test yourself questions on a chapter of your choice  

 Create a mind map explaining the content of a unit of your choice; 

 Use the revision template grid to summarise key learnings from a unit of your choice*; 

* All of those with a * have or will be emailed to you 

 

Perfecting your Business Studies exam technique: 

 Identify a core course skill that you need to develop: knowledge, application, analysis, evaluation. Then, pick an 

exam question to answer from past papers. 

 Identify a type of question that you need to practice. Then, pick an exam question to answer from past papers. 

Use the mark schemes to self-assess. 

 Use a mark scheme to help you answer and mark exam questions. Time yourself answering an exam questions 

e.g. 9 minutes for a 9 mark questions, self-assess, re-do until you achieve a mark a minute! 

Please note: A selection of past paper questions are available from A2, located on the revision wall as you enter 

the classroom. Do help yourselves. 

 

Remember: 

If you require further help and support with any Business Studies work then you are encouraged to either: 

 Use additional support and revision materials. This may include the revision guides purchased or work your way 

through the revision workbooks. 

 Attend support sessions: Wednesday lunchtimes in A2 (1:20-1:40). 
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COMPUTING 

 

You should choose from the following activities and exercises in order to develop the knowledge, understanding and 

skills necessary for a good pass in your GCSE Computing examination. 

 

 Create a set of flashcards for the knowledge and skills you have been taught in lessons that week; 

 Quizlet links for each of the specification items for you to learn all of the necessary terminology in a fun and 

engaging way: 

o 1.1 Systems architecture - https://quizlet.com/_522c1t 

o 1.2 Memory - https://quizlet.com/_522bzp 

o 1.3 Storage - https://quizlet.com/_522cae 

o 1.4 Wired and wireless networks - https://quizlet.com/_522ccc 

o 1.5 Network topologies, protocols and layers - https://quizlet.com/_522cjy 

o 1.6 System security - https://quizlet.com/_522cld 

o 1.7 Systems software - https://quizlet.com/_522cmi 

o 1.8 Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns - https://quizlet.com/_522cop 

o 2.1 Algorithms - https://quizlet.com/_522cs5 

o 2.2 Programming techniques - https://quizlet.com/_522cu4 

o 2.3 Producing robust programs - https://quizlet.com/_522cwm 

o 2.4 Computational logic - https://quizlet.com/_522cxv 

o 2.5 Translators and facilities of languages - https://quizlet.com/_522czt 

o 2.6 Data representation - https://quizlet.com/_522d1n 

 

 Complete and mark a GCSE practice exam paper under timed conditions. These are publically available on the 
OCR GCSE Computing website, you can access it here:  https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-
science-j276-from-2016/ 

 

 https://student.craigndave.org/gcse-videos Click this link to access video tutorials for each of the above 

specification points. 

 Log onto Moodle using your usual school network user name and password. 
o Computing 
o Computing GCSE 9-1 
o Component 1 & Component 2 – Access to all our resources and link to CraignDave tutorial videos. 
 

 Practice python – the more you practice the better your skills will be for answering questions in the exam. 
 

 Learn key exam vocabulary, for example: 
o Compare: You are expected to analyse the similarities and differences between two or more objects. 

o Describe: You are required to give an account or representation of something in your own words. 

o Explain: You are required to make something comprehensible by giving a clear and detailed account usually 

with reasoning. 

o State: Simply note down the exact words for what the examiner is asking for. 

 
If you require help and support with your GCSE Computing then we encourage you to… 

 

 Come to our revision sessions on Thursday lunchtime in D25 

 Read your notes and worked examples in your class exercise books; 

 Email your teacher and ask for help! 

  

https://quizlet.com/_522c1t
https://quizlet.com/_522bzp
https://quizlet.com/_522cae
https://quizlet.com/_522ccc
https://quizlet.com/_522cjy
https://quizlet.com/_522cld
https://quizlet.com/_522cmi
https://quizlet.com/_522cop
https://quizlet.com/_522cs5
https://quizlet.com/_522cu4
https://quizlet.com/_522cwm
https://quizlet.com/_522cxv
https://quizlet.com/_522czt
https://quizlet.com/_522d1n
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j276-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j276-from-2016/
https://student.craigndave.org/gcse-videos
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DRAMA 

 
Component 2: Performance from Text      (Coursework: 20% of the qualification)   
 
Performance of two key extracts from a performance text post 1954. Students will perform to a visiting examiner 
and audience. They are assessed as an actor.  
 
The most successful candidates in this unit are those that learn their lines first, really understand the meaning of 
what they are doing and saying on stage and commit to extra rehearsal time outside of directed teaching hours.  
 
How to learn lines: 
Your lines won’t just magically appear inside your head, you have to commit time to learning them. Lots of time.  

 Go over your lines in your head between rehearsals.  

 Get someone to test you and too keep testing you until you get them all right.  

 There are lots of other techniques that people use; some people like to record them and play them back to 
themselves, others write them out over and over again or repeat them over and over again to a beat. 

 Try to associate what you're doing on stage action with your lines.  

 For each scene, think about what the scene is about. That will help your lines make more sense to you. What is 
your character trying to accomplish in the scene? What are the other characters doing to help or hinder your 
character's actions? That will help you put your lines in context, they aren't just lines; they are coming from your 
interactions with the other characters in the play. What are those interactions supposed to be like? 
 

Other tips for a top performance: 

 Read the whole play that your extract is from. This is the only way you can fully understand your character. 

 Research the playwright and any background context. 

 Watch other performances of your play on YouTube.   

 Record your performance, playback, analyse and self-assess against assessment criteria.  

 Record just your voice delivering your lines – playback and analyse. Are you using your voice effectively? Is there 
variety and range? 

 The sooner you start rehearsing with your costume and props, the more natural your performance will be. 

 Commit to additional rehearsal outside of lessons. 
 
 

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice   (90min written examination – 40% of the qualification) 
 
Content Overview: 

 Practical exploration and study of performance text - The Crucible 

 Live theatre evaluation – we will be seeing 2 pieces of live theatre nearer to the exam, to give yourself maximum 
opportunity try to see both.   

 
Top Tips 

 There are plenty of useful online resources. The BBC Bitesize Drama site is a great starting point.  

 Watch the film version and online stage versions 

 Ensure that you have clear performance ideas for each character the whole play.  

 Ensure that you have clear design ideas for costume, set, lighting and sound for the whole play. There are plenty 
of images online for inspiration. 

 Learn the key terms in your Knowledge Organiser and ensure that you use them in your written responses.  

 Complete practice exam papers to time and self-assess. 

 Attend afterschool study support sessions on a Wednesday afterschool late January onwards.  
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

 

This list is what all students are expected to independently do at home to develop your learning and prepare for your 

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition exam.  

 

Non exam assessment 

Read and re-read through your 2 pieces of Non exam assessment [Food Investigation and Food Preparation Task] 

before submitting them for marking; look for any typos, mistakes or missing capital letters, full stops etc. Encourage 

others (family or friends) to read through your work to make sure it makes sense.  

 

Exam preparation 

 

 Access the student shared documents – Food Technology Revision materials. W:\D and T\FOOD 

TECHNOLOGY\YEAR 11\Year 11  19-20\Exam preparation 19-20 Save them onto a memory stick and work 

through the resources: PowerPoint slides, activities etc.  

 Use the ‘Knowledge organisers’ for each of your 5 exam modules given to you in lessons; make detailed notes 

and use a variety of learning strategies to remember the knowledge.  

 

 
 

 For each module there is a Knowledge organiser, exam questions and lesson power points that contain all the 

information required for the exam. 

 

 Work through the past exam papers (these are available of the AQA website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-

administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes  or you can ask your Food Teacher for 

some) answering all questions, once this is done you should mark your answers with the mark scheme and go 

back and re-answer the incorrect questions, revise/ research if necessary if you cannot answer the questions 

straight away. 

 Use the online textbook to make your own set of notes/mindmaps/revision cards on all the module topics. 

www.illuminate.digital/aqafood       Username: SPUR3    Password: STUDENT3 

 

 Use the BBC Bite size to websites: 

Watch the video clips (38 in total): http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z48jmp3 

Complete all the activities: Revise, activity and test, repeat until you are achieving 100% of each test. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/foodtech/ 

 

 Use the S-Cool revision website, read all information and complete activity’s – Revise, test, remember it: 

http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/food-technology 

  

There are 5 exam preparation modules. 

 Module 1: Food safety 

 Module 2: Nutrition 

 Module 3: Food Science 

 Module 4: Factors affecting food choice 

 Module 5: Food Provenance 

file://TPS-SR-StudentDocs.PURBECK.INTERNAL/Student%20Documents/D%20and%20T/FOOD%20TECHNOLOGY/YEAR%2011/Year%2011%20%2019-20/Exam%20preparation%2019-20
file://TPS-SR-StudentDocs.PURBECK.INTERNAL/Student%20Documents/D%20and%20T/FOOD%20TECHNOLOGY/YEAR%2011/Year%2011%20%2019-20/Exam%20preparation%2019-20
http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.illuminate.digital/aqafood
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z48jmp3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/foodtech/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/food-technology
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GEOGRAPHY 

 
This list is what all students are expected to independently do at home to develop your 

learning and prepare for your GCSE Geography exams.   

 

 Use your green GCSE revision booklet – this has a knowledge organiser, case studies 

and practice exam questions for all 8 topics covered at GCSE (4 human and 4 

physical) as well as an example of the fieldwork you need to memorise  

 Use the Look, Cover, Write, Check strategy to revise this content and learn the 

specific case study details you need to know – alternatively make flash cards or 

quizzes to test your retention! 

 For the practice exam questions, you can write them out in full or plan them to 

check with your teacher that you have understood the question 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Making mind maps: Using your green CGP revision guides, make a series of mind maps to be able to recall all the content in 

that unit. Go through the pages in a unit (e.g. Urban Futures) and create a summary strand for each page in the unit (e.g. a 

strand for Urbanisation). 

 Use the green CPG revision guide summary questions at the end of every topic – Red, Amber, Green these in order of your 

confidence in answering them. Start with the red questions, use the revision guide to find the answers to help you build 

your confidence within that topic area, working your way up to the green. Then start another topic and apply the same 

process. 

 Past exam papers: Download as many past exam papers where possible, alternatively, speak to your teacher. Don’t forget to 

mark them using the exam board scheme. Go back and re-answer the incorrect questions. Be proactive and ask for your 

teachers support if you can’t answer some of the questions. 

 Don’t forget you need to learn your Physical and Human fieldwork – print off the summary of your fieldwork and remember 

you need to focus on specifics – speak to your teacher if you are unsure.  

 As always, speak to (or e-mail!) your teachers if you are unsure:  

o Miss Yarnold (Head of Geography): kyarnold@purbeck.dorset.sch.uk 

o Miss Shenton: eshenton@purbeck.dorset.sch.uk 

o Mr Campey: mcampey@purbeck.dorset.sch.uk  

 

 Here is a list of good Geography websites that will support your revision: 

o www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography 

o www.gcsegeography.co.uk/ 

o www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE  

mailto:kyarnold@purbeck.dorset.sch.uk
mailto:eshenton@purbeck.dorset.sch.uk
mailto:mcampey@purbeck.dorset.sch.uk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography
http://www.gcsegeography.co.uk/
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE
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GEOLOGY 

 

This list is what all students are expected to independently do at home to develop your learning and prepare for your 

GCSE Geology exam. For each topic there is Revision placemat and Knowledge Organiser but here are some 

suggestions of extra revision exercises that work 

 

 Spend time making a mindmap of a certain Geological topic to ensure you are familiar with the key ideas and 

concepts. E.g. Plate Tectonics 

 

 
 

 Memorise and test yourself on key Geological vocabulary linked to certain topics. 

 

 Draw a timeline of Geological events starting with the formation of Earth 4600ma. 

 

 List four types of fossil and test yourself on labelling the main morphological features. 

 

 Memorise examples of different plate boundaries that make good case studies, e.g. San Andreas fault is a good 

example of a Conservative plate boundary. 

 

 Give evidence for global phenomena such as Ice ages, continental drift and Climate change. 

 

 Link together different Geological topics and explain why they are linked, e.g. Plate tectonics is linked to 

Volcanism and Earthquakes. 

 

 Explain some of the jobs that Earth Scientists do and link in some ideas they would use. 

 

 Write a Geological History of an area based on a simple Geological map. 

 

If you are in need of support or resources: 

 

 Look at the WJEC GCSE Geology website for past papers or alternatively the Purbeck moodle Geology page. 

 

 Use the Purbeck school Geology revision guide to answer questions on all the different topics  

 

 Email Mr Hobbs at dhobbs@purbeck.dorset.sch.uk   

mailto:dhobbs@purbeck.dorset.sch.uk
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HISTORY 

 

All students are supplied with a booklet of GCSE History Knowledge Organisers. There are four of these for each 

exam unit: 

 

Germany 1919-39 

1. Life in Nazi Germany  

2. Why did the Weimar Republic have such a rocky ride? 

3. How did Hitler and the Nazis gain control of Germany? 

4. How and why did Hitler start WWII? 

 

Medicine c500-Modern times 

5. How has illness been tackled, through History? 

6. How has medical knowledge advanced? 

7. How has patient care and public health developed? 

8. What was the impact of the Western Front on treatment and care, 1914-18? 

 

USA 1929-2000 

9. How and why did Black Americans make progress 1941-70? 

10. How well did presidents tackle America’s problems, 1929-2000? 

11. How much social change took place 1950-2000? 

12. What part has America played in world affairs, 1945-2000? 

 

Elizabethan England 1558-1603 

13. How did Elizabethan government work? 

14. How did Elizabethan society work? 

15. How effective was Elizabeth’s Religious Settlement? 

16.  How did Elizabeth deal with the Armada and Puritans? 

 

As well as the sixteen Knowledge Organiser pages, students will be supplied with sample exam questions that they 

can plan and answer. 

 

These Knowledge Organisers and exam questions should form the basis of your Self-Directed Study. Use the Look, 

Cover, Write, Check strategy to revise this content. 

 

We strongly encourage you to purchase a revision guide covering the course in more depth:  

 My Revision Notes: WJEC Eduqas GCSE (9-1) History by R. Paul Evans. 
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

 

Units Learning Aims Assessed 

Component 1: Human 
Lifespan Development 

A - Understand human growth and development across life stages and 
the factors that affect it 
B - Investigate how individuals deal with life events. 

Controlled 
Assessment 

Component 2: Health 
and Social Care 
Services and Values 

A - Understand the different types of health and social care services 
and barriers to accessing them 
B - Demonstrate care values and review own practice. 

Controlled 
Assessment 

Component 3: Health 
and Wellbeing 

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of factors that affect 
health and wellbeing 
AO2 Interpret health indicators 
AO3 Design a person-centred health and wellbeing improvement plan 
AO4 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how to overcome 
obstacles relating to health and wellbeing improvement plans 

Exam 

 

Coursework 

 Read assignment briefs fully and ask questions if you don’t understand a task 

 Check the assessment criteria as this is how you will be graded for the work you produce 

 Complete Spelling/Grammar/Punctuation/word order/word missing checks before hand-in 

 Get someone else to read your work before hand-in or read it out loud to yourself 

 Meet deadlines, no excuses, extenuating circumstances supported by official letters such as a doctor’s note only 

 Read feedback fully and ask questions 

 Follow feedback given to amend any work that does not meet the assessment criteria set 

Exam Preparation 

 Attend all of your lessons, it is your responsibility to both find out what you have missed and then catch up with 

the work, it is your exam 

 Make use of past papers, examiner reports and previous classroom assessments  

 Practice both short and long mark questions under timed conditions to help you manage the time constraints of 

the real exam 

 Complete a RAG assessment for Component 3 every two weeks to assess your progress in revising the content 

and its application 

 Make use of revision tools such as quizlet, get revising and s-cool websites  

o https://quizlet.com/login  

o https://getrevising.co.uk/  

o https://www.s-cool.co.uk/  

 Attend extra sessions such as lunch time and afterschool revision classes 

 Complete a short lesson review after every lesson to ensure you have grasped the content of the lesson 

 Keep your folder and exercise book well organised and up to date as this will be essential in preparation for your 

exam 

 Use the mock exam experience to identify areas that need more attention and focus on these 

 Stay positive, you are more capable than you realise, you just need to trust in that 

Remember your target grade should be the minimum grade you are willing to accept.  

https://quizlet.com/login
https://getrevising.co.uk/
https://www.s-cool.co.uk/
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MEDIA 

 

Examination preparation 

 

In order to prepare for the two exams you will need to have completed in depth studies and revision of the CSPs 

(close study products). Your CSP guide contains all of the vital information that you will need to have revised and 

memorise for the exam. 

 

Revision activities 

 

 Create theory and concept revision cards e.g. Propp’s Spheres of action = Characters drive the narrative action. E.g. 

Stereotypes = used to help audience identify. Makes it easier to target a known audience. 

 Create visual maps that help you to link context and concepts to the CSPs. Begin with key information about the text, using 

the questions in the CSP e.g. OMO – divide your map into three sections language, representations and context – then add 

the key questions from the CSP e.g.  

o ‘To what extent does the product make use of stereotype or ‘stereotypes’?  

o Next look at the text and add 2-3 examples, where relevant, linked to stereotypes, e.g. Woman denoted hanging out 

the washing. ‘Mother’ used in copy. 

o Next explain connotations and how the audience are positioned to respond, e.g. gender roles stereotype of woman in 

the home as care giver/maternal figure – advert positions women as the target audience by using traditional gender 

stereotypes/roles. 

o Next link to context – 1955 is pre second wave feminism. Society was traditional patriarchal – women’s role was to care 

and nurture husband and children. This is pre sex discrimination act – women did not have the same power as men. 

 Without looking at the media text (e.g. the OMO print advert) answer the questions in the CSP guide. Next compare with 

your class notes and look for any errors or misconceptions. Identify the questions that you could not answer label them as 

red; questions you could not provide a detailed response to label as amber; questions you could answer label green. When 

you next revise the text, begin with the red questions and then focus on the amber before returning to green. This will help 

you to prioritise your revision and identify gaps in learning. 

 

Exam style questions 

 
1. Analyse the narrative features of the front cover of Tatler magazine (Fig.2) in terms of Propp’s theory. [8 marks] 

2. What do the following elements of the OMO advertisement (Figure 3) connote: a) the woman’s rolled up sleeve b) the 

woman’s facial expression? [2 marks] 

3. Why do advertisers use stereotypes? Answer with reference to the OMO advertisement in Fig.3. [6 marks] 

4. Explain how advertisements reflect the historical context in which they were created. Answer with reference to the OMO 

advertisement in Fig.3. [12 marks] 

5. Represent, the NHS Blood and Transplant campaign video, uses a range of representations in order to appeal to a black and 

minority ethnicity audience. How are the different representations used in order to appeal to this target audience? [6 

marks] 

6. Briefly explain what is meant by horizontal integration. [2 marks] 

7. How are print newspapers constructed to address their target audiences? In your answer you should refer to The Daily 

Mirror. [9 marks] 

 

Once you have completed an exam question use the mark scheme, your CSP guide and revision notes to check your 

answers. 

 

Key exam tips: you must use specific examples from the CSP texts; most marks are awarded for the explanation of 

HOW and WHY techniques, representations etc. have a particular impact on the audience. 
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MFL 

 

Paper 1: Listening – Foundation (35 minutes). Higher (45 minutes). Worth 25% of your overall grade. 
 
First section questions & answers in English. Second part questions & answers in French/Spanish. 
 
 Use the past papers on the AQA website. There are also linked audio files available on the website that you can use for 

listening revision. Having listened to the recording twice, and recorded your answers, it’s a good idea to use the audio 
transcript provided on the AQA website to go through the questions again, and to note anything you may have missed. 

 Listen and watch as much authentic content as you can. You need to immerse yourself in the language you are learning. TV, 
YouTube, radio and subtitled films can all help. You can also watch hundreds of clips for GCSE at www.thisislanguage.com. 

 Other good ways of revising for the listening exam are to listen to French/Spanish radio or podcasts, to get used to hearing 
the language. One podcast we’d recommend is News In Slow French, which is suitable for language learners working 
towards intermediate level French. 

 
Paper 2: Speaking – Will take place with your French/Spanish teacher and not in an exam hall. 
 
Foundation (7-9 minutes).  Higher (10-12 minutes). Worth 25% of your overall grade. There will be a role play, a 
photo card, and a conversation element to the test. 
 
 Practice makes perfect. Practising your conversation questions, sample photo cards and role plays with another person will 

be a great help. Talking out loud will help you to perfect your accent and pronunciation, and help to improve your 
confidence. 

 Recording your voice on your phone as listening back to it will help you revise and put you in the right frame of mind on the 
day of the exam. 

 
Paper 3: Reading – Foundation (45 minutes). Higher (60 minutes). Worth 25% of your overall grade. 
 
First section has questions & answers in English. Second section has questions & answers in French/Spanish. Third 
section is a translation from French/Spanish to English. 
 
 Read the comprehension text thoroughly before you attempt to answer the questions – this will also help to provide 

context to the questions. 

 Grammar and vocabulary revision is key for success in the reading exam. Areas such as tenses – past, present, future – and 
topic-specific vocabulary will help you to answer the questions more easily, as will being familiar with different question 
types, i.e. what, why, when, who, how, etc. 

 Using past papers will also allow you to get familiar with words and phrases that you’ll need to know for each topic. Besides 
these papers, reading French/Spanish texts in the form of French/Spanish blogs, newspapers or books will help you prepare 
to do your best in the reading exam 

 
Paper 4: Writing – Foundation (60 minutes). Higher (75 minutes). Worth 25% of your overall grade. 
 
There are four questions in this paper. 
 
 In the Writing tests you will be able to use and extend a great deal of the material prepared for the speaking examination.  

You must be able to write accurately and to structure your work logically and coherently. 

 It is also important to note that at least 20% of the marks are allocated to knowledge and accurate application of grammar.  
There will be an emphasis on using appropriate structures and on achieving a high degree of accuracy. 

 You need to learn your verb tables & tenses thoroughly: just as you learned your times-tables in mathematics! 

 It is important to spell accurately.  If you are in any doubt about the spelling of a word, leave it out and find another way of 
expressing the idea.  Always check carefully for accents and capital letters. 

 Practice the different writing tasks using past papers, and have someone assess your writing afterwards. Using past papers 
will allow you to get to grips with the content and style of each type of question. 

  

http://www.www.thisislanguage.com/
https://www.newsinslowfrench.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxbLYyr2K2AIVQ7bACh0uKQJTEAAYASAAEgLCs_D_BwE
https://www.thetutorwebsite.co.uk/articles/163,top-10-french-blogs-for-french-learners.html
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MUSIC 

 

This information will support all students on how to work independently at home to develop the knowledge and 

skills necessary for a good pass in your GCSE Music exam.  

 

You should choose from the following activities in order to develop the knowledge, understanding and skills 

necessary for a good pass in your GCSE examination. 

 

 Create a set of flashcards for the knowledge and skills you have been taught in lessons that week; 
 

 Complete and mark a GCSE practice exam paper from Moodle under timed conditions; 
 

 Use our GCSE Music revision booklets to practise key skills, knowledge and understanding; 
 

 Practise your pentatonic, major and minor scales up to four sharps and flats vocally or on your instrument; 
 

 Brainstorm knowledge on key features of set works; 
 

 Practise an essay a week – listen to an unfamiliar piece of music, list ten musical features it uses and 
comment on what the composer is expressing/it’s impact on the listener; 

 

 Complete exercises on www.musictheory.net to refresh and extend your knowledge important rudiments 
(treble/bass clef notes, intervals, triads/chords and scales)  

 

 Visit the Music Assessment Videos channel on YouTube to test your aural recognition skills 
 

 Visit Eduqas GCSE Music website and complete past papers 
 

 Visit www.musictheoryvideos.com for clear explanations on all theory 
 

 Visit BBC’s GCSE music subject page and complete revision activities 
 

 Create a glossary/flash cards of key words for each area of study (eg. AOS4 – Minuet and Trio, Anacrusis, 
Pedal, Conjunct Music etc.) 

 

 Create a quiz of at least 20 questions on each area of study to test your friends 
 

 Brainstorm key words from each musical element (eg. Melody – conjunct, disjunct, ornamentation, trill, turn 
etc.) 

 

 

If you require help and support with your Music then we encourage you to… 

 Use our Music support sessions every Friday lunchtime in P1; 

 Read your notes and worked examples in your class exercise books; 

 Email your teacher and ask for help! 

  

http://www.musictheory.net/
http://www.musictheoryvideos.com/
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PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

Creative Development 

 

 Take opportunities for new and diverse experiences and cultural visits, such as the theatre, galleries, museums, 

cinema etc. Keep your camera with you at every opportunity; try to break your traditional routines; embrace 

unexpected opportunities. 

 Have a camera on you at all times. 

 Have a questioning approach to everything. Be curious, nosey and suspicious!   

 Question the reasoning behind the photographs you are taking. Does the world really need another sunset 

photograph or a picture of your pet? 

 Think of narratives within your photography. What story are you trying to tell? 

 Try to keep up with arts news and also wider current affairs. Provoke discussions and question the thoughts and 

opinions of others. 

 Take opportunities for quiet reflection and creative time alone. 

 Organise your creative working space. Make it easy to access resources such as photography equipment, 

notebooks and sketchbooks so you can get started immediately. 

 Form relationships that ensure high quality feedback on your ideas and work. Actively seek informed opinions - 

whether from friends, family or teachers. 

 Be aware of pressures to conform and the limits that others might place on you. Consider your creative 

development to date. Identify both positive and negative factors that have impacted upon your creativity.  

 Look to make connections across subjects. Develop your ‘contextual’ approach to being creative. The best work 

is supported with good understanding of its place in a wider context.  

 

Open Ended Tasks 

 

 You are encouraged to produce highly personal responses to all open ended tasks. It is always better to try 

something original and learn from this, rather than work within your comfort zone. ‘I didn’t understand the task’ 

is not an acceptable excuse. Ask if unsure, but don’t expect to be told exactly what to do! 

 Extend and challenge yourself. Be proactive and do wider research, reading, personal projects, or practical 

experimenting with your camera. 

 Check out these websites: SeeSaw Magazine, Lens Culture, The Photographers Gallery.  

 YouTube: Negative Feedback, Matt Day. 

 Read these magazines: Hot Shoe, Source, The British Journal of Photography, i-D, Aesthetica. 

 

Top Tips 

 

 Communicate and be proactive in seeking support. 

 Share successes, ideas, or concerns – talk to your teachers and support staff. 

 Take an active interest in the work of others and contribute to discussions. 

 Look for opportunities during and outside of lesson times to contribute.  

 Attend Photography catch up club on Wednesdays 3.30pm – 4.30pm 

 Email printing to Mrs Lummes in advance if you have a deadline. 

 Be aware of when others are working or have particular priorities and need time or space. 

 Be organised. Set up good storage systems at home and school for course information and practical work. 

Identify distractions and plan efficient working time - use lists and keep a diary, phone reminders, calendars etc. 

 Use resources that suit you best – work in sketchbooks, on paper or computer. 
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PRE 

  
 

The Basics 

 

Your exam paper is AQA specification A. 

You will sit two exams. Each exam is one hour 45 minutes. 

 

Paper 1: Religions – you need to know Jewish and Christian beliefs and practices. 

Paper 2: Themes – you need to revise human rights, Matters of Life, human relationships, crime and punishment. 

 

 For all units, read the syllabus and highlight any areas you are unsure of and find the information from a text 

book, a class mate, your book or the teacher. 

 For all units, spend 45 minutes reading and making flashcards and mind maps on the key ideas teachings and 

words you have studied, using your Knowledge Organisers, revision booklets and your class notes. 

 For each section of the syllabus, create a mindmap and write everything you know under each heading. Then, 

with your notes, add anything you have missed out in a different colour. 

 Use the key word booklet to create key word cards and definitions for each topic area that cover the vocabulary 

on the syllabus. 

 Learn ten Christian and ten Jewish quotes for each topic area. 

 Create a quote booklet, one for Christianity and one for Judaism. Write out the quote and draw a picture to help 

you remember it. State which topic area the quote can be used in. 

 For each quote, create a PEEL chain (Point, Evidence, Explain, Link back) explaining the quote and what it teaches 

about the topic area. 

 For each key person, create a card outlining their key ideas and quotes. State which topic area they can be used 

in. 

 Attend lunch time and after school revision sessions. 

 Once you have revised an area, spend 22 minutes answering the exam questions provided on this area or do an 

exam paper in timed notes, use a different colour to add notes of things missed out. 

 

Challenge Yourself Further 

 

 Use GCSE BBC Bite-size to make notes on the topic areas: www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zmyb4wx  

 Create a quiz of at least 20 questions with answers to test your friends on the topic areas. 

 Go on the AQA website and have a go at past questions, look at the mark scheme and mark your work. Use the 

link http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062 

 For each of the last questions on the exam paper (15 marks), create an extended PEEL (two to three PEELS) For, 

Against, Religious, My View, in your view, put the strengths and weaknesses of both sides. 

 Rewrite perfect answers in your exam book, use your books and model answers to help you, then write the 

perfect answer in timed conditions 

 Once you have completed all the exam questions using the syllabus predict which questions are likely to come 

up and plan answers, create your worst questions and plan answers for them. 

  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zmyb4wx
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PRODUCT DESIGN 

 

During the first term of Year 11, you complete the coursework section, which makes up 50% of the final grade.  

Home learning during this period will require you to complete the coursework pages and independent research each 

week so that progress towards the December deadline for coursework is made. 

 

During the autumn term you will be expected to independently revise the key topic areas covered in the exam, use 

the knowledge organisers and theory learnt in year 10 these can be found on Moodle. You will need to create your 

own revision note book and you can also continue to prepare for your exam using the following steps. 

 

The boxes below show the most common topics that occur within the Product design exam. Use these boxes to tick 

off tasks once they are complete. The RAG section can be completed to remind you of how confident you are with 

each subject.
 

Materials 
R 
A 
G 

Covered at 
home 

Exam 
question 

Re-Covered 
at home 

Exam 
question 

  

Market Pull / 
Tech Push 

R 
A 
G 

Covered at 
home 

Exam 
question 

Re-Covered 
at home 

Exam 
question 

 

Ergonomics 
R 
A 
G 

Covered at 
home 

Exam 
question 

Re-Covered 
at home 

Exam 
question 

 

Env. Issues 
R 
A 
G 

Covered at 
home 

Exam 
question 

Re-Covered 
at home 

Exam 
question 

 

CAD / CAM 
R 
A 
G 

Covered at 
home 

Exam 
question 

Re-Covered 
at home 

Exam 
question 

 

Scales of 
Production  

R 
A 
G 

Covered at 
home 

Exam 
question 

Re-Covered 
at home 

Exam 
question 

 

Section A of the exam consists of short answer questions that total 30 marks. 

Section B of the exam consists of a combination of short and extended response answers that total 30 marks. 

Section C of the exam consists of a combination of shorter and extended response answers that total 50 marks. 

 

Understand the command words 

State      Describe 

Define outline     Discuss 

Explain      Assess/Evaluate 

 

You must clearly know the definition of these words to tell you how to answer a question. 

You must also know the definition of tier 2 words learnt previously which are also found on the knowledge 

organisers. 

 

Work through the past exam papers. These are available on the AQA website: www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-

technology/gcse/design-and-technology-product-design-4555/past-papers-and-mark-schemes, or you can ask your 

Product Design Teacher for some, answering all questions. Once this is done, you should mark your answers with the 

mark scheme and go back and re-answer the incorrect questions. Revise, if you cannot answer the questions straight 

away. 

 

Go to the Technology Student website, www.technologystudent.com/prddes1/prddex1.html, and read through the 

relevant topics. Each topic should have an activity or exam question attached to it so once you have read about the 

topic, complete the activity/exam question!  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-product-design-4555/past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-product-design-4555/past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.technologystudent.com/prddes1/prddex1.html
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SCIENCE 

 

You should choose from the following activities and exercises in order to develop the knowledge and skills necessary 

for a good pass in your GCSE examination. 

 

Activities to develop basic knowledge and skills 

 

 Make a glossary or flashcards of key terms for one topic.  You could use pictionary pictures with your definition. 

 Use the internet to make a crossword of key terms. 

 Make a mindmap of a topic using the key point boxes in your online textbook. 

 Complete a past paper, mark and amend your answers, then make flash cards on the points you missed. 

 

Activities to develop good knowledge and skills 

 

 Use your knowledge organiser. 

 Use quizlet to test your understanding of key terms. 

 Complete a Boost Your Grade activity from Kerboodle. 

 Complete a My-Maths activity from Kerboodle. 

 Complete a past paper, mark and amend your answers, then try the same paper again next week. Look up any 

parts you are you still unsure of on BBC Bitesize. 

 Watch one of the You Tube videos (free science lessons) and make a list of the key points. 

 Follow up on week’s lesson using Kerboodle Presentations to make flash cards or mind map. 

 

Activities to develop higher level knowledge and skills 

 

 Use the specification to make a mindmap of all the topics in a unit.  Make sure you link different topics together.  

Cover it and try to draw it from memory. 

 Complete a past paper under timed conditions, mark and amend your answers, write new questions on the part 

you found most difficult and test youself again next week. 

 Complete the summary questions from the end of chapter sections of your online textbook. 

 

If you are in need of support or resources… 

 

Free Science Lessons – by topic, excellent if you don’t 
understand a particular topic or were absent. 
http://freesciencelessons.co.uk/ 

9-1 GCSE spec 
GCSE Biology / Chemistry / Physics 
Your desired topic 

 
GCSE Bitesize – revision notes, interactive activities 
and quizzes 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science 
              select Biology, Chemistry or Physics 
 
Kerboodle –electronic textbooks, interactive activities 
and quizzes 
Login: First initial surname e.g. jbloggs 
Password: as above 
Institution: exh3 

AQA Website - past papers and mark schemes 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-
schemes 
Subject = Science 
Qualification = GCSE 
Specification = Biology/Chemistry/Physics/Combined 
Science: Triology 
Series = All available 
 
Maths Made Easy - past paper questions by topic 
https://mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/gcse-science-revision/ 
 
Revision Sessions 
There is also support available in S6 at lunchtimes on 
Mondays. 
 
If you are need further help please email one of your 
science teachers. 

 

http://freesciencelessons.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
https://mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/gcse-science-revision/
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Y11 REVISION SESSIONS 2019-20 

 

The Purbeck School deliver a programme of revision sessions to support student’s complete coursework and prepare 

for their GCSE examinations. Many of these sessions run throughout the year. If you wish to attend any revision session 

then please sign up with your subject teacher in order to find out the time and venue of the session. More subjects 

will deliver revision sessions as we get closer to the exams. 

 

Many departments also offer drop in support sessions, where students can go and see their teachers if they require 

help with any part of their study. These are usually one-to-one with the teacher or held in small groups. 

 

We also offer our GCSE Home Learning & Revision Club as a place for students to focus on revision and to complete 

home learning, which is held in room E14 from 3.30 – 4.30pm. 

 

Revision 
Sessions 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Lunchtime  Geography  

 Science  

 BTEC Sport 

 Drama 

 Food 
Technology 

 Business 
Studies  

 French  

 Geography 

 BTEC Sport 

 Computing 

 Drama 

 Geography 

 Music  

After school   English 

 Food 
Technology 

 Health and 
Social Care 

 Product 
Design 

 Drama 

 Food 
Technology  

 History (WkB) 

 PRE (WkA) 

 BTEC Sport 

  

 

Drop In 
Sessions 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Lunchtime  Health and 
Social Care  

 Mathematics 

 Health and 
Social Care  

 Mathematics 

 Product 
Design 

 Mathematics 

 PRE   

 Spanish  

 Health and 
Social Care  

 Mathematics 

 Media 

 Mathematics  

After school   Chemistry  Art 

 Photography 

  

 

If you would like to find out more about the revision sessions each subject has to offer then please email us at 
office@purbeck.dorset.sch.uk.  

  

mailto:office@purbeck.dorset.sch.uk


29 
 

KEY DATES 
 
A provisional exam timetable for this year’s exams can be found on our school website: 
www.purbeck.dorset.sch.uk/information/exam-information  
 
Below is a list of other key dates for your calendar on important events over the next few months. 
 

Thursday 24th October Y11 Parents Evening 

Thursday 14th November Careers Fair 

Thursday 21st November Sixth Form Open Evening 

Thursday 25th November 
GCSE Parents Information 

Evening 

Monday 9th December – 
Friday 20th December 

Y11 Trial Exams 

Thursday 23rd January  Y11 Taster Day 

Monday 10th February 
Y11 Sixth Form Application 

deadline 

Thursday 5th March Y11 Parents Evening 

Thursday 19th March Y10 Parents Evening 

Monday 29th June – Friday 3rd 
July 

Y10 Work Experience  

 

http://www.purbeck.dorset.sch.uk/information/exam-information

