
  

 

 

Dear Mayor Goodinge and Town Councillors, 

We are a group of students from the Purbeck School from years seven, eight and nine who are 

deeply concerned about the state of our climate and the world around us. We as humans have been 

destroying our world and not doing nearly enough to put this right. The UN climate report in 2018 

gave us 12 years to cut emissions by 50% to avoid catastrophe. For example, if emissions are not cut, 

mass flooding could occur, and sea levels could rise as much as 48cm by 2050. It is estimated that 

10% of the world's population will be climate refugees by 2050, with rising sea levels and crop 

failure. 

Furthermore climate change is part of an unprecedented environmental crisis, for example: 

 200 species go extinct every day, 1000 times the natural rate. 1 million species are 

threatened with extinction.  

 Over 200,00km2 of ‘dead zones’ have been created in the oceans by pollution 

The climate crisis is already affecting people: 

 Water scarcity is affecting up to 360 million people  

 over £500 billion of crops are at risk from loss of pollinators 

We are running out of time and need to act now, therefore we are writing to you to ask you to 

declare a climate emergency, now. This would mean that the town council will be on record as 

being in support of emergency action to halt global warming. This is being done in many other towns 

around the country. For example, last December, Frome Town Council declared a climate emergency 

and committed to going zero carbon by 20301.  

We must take immediate action because, as David Attenborough says, “If we don’t take action, the 

collapse of our civilizations and the extinction of much of the natural world is on the horizon. This is 

our greatest threat in thousands of years”. 

We look forward to hearing that you have declared a climate emergency. 

Yours sincerely, 

Emma Brown Araujo, Willoughby Liley, Tamsin Lake, William Lewis 

                                                           

1 https://www.frometowncouncil.gov.uk/your-community/resilience/clean-future/ 

 


