
  

 

 

 



 

How does The Purbeck 

School help high 

achievers secure places 

at the top universities? 
The Purbeck School aids the highest attaining students in securing 

top university places in a variety of different ways: 

 

 1-1 application support with the tutors and HPA coordinator in the UCAS application. Students work closely with their 

tutors and HPA coordinator to ensure their application is of the highest standard during the application process. 

 

 Mock interview practice with a number of professionals and a leading independent school.  

Pupils are able to experience as close as possible the rigour and pressure of the interview experience in order to fully 

prepare them for the types of questions they will be presented with. Pupils will gain constructive feedback in order to 

ensure they feel as confident as possible before undertaking the process. 

 

 Communication regarding, and support, with Summer School and University Pathway applications.  

 

 The chance to take part in extra-curricular activities to enhance their application. For example, Classics Club and 

lectures from a former Oxbridge Professor.  

 

 The support and challenge to achieve the highest grades at The Purbeck School.  Last year the school achieved an ALPS 

score of 3 which means that we are in the top 25% of the country for student progress. 

 

We were recently contacted by the University of Oxford 

commending one of our former students, showing the 

rigorous and dedicated preparation The Purbeck School 

provides to ensure candidates for top universities are of the 

highest calibre. 

 

 

These are some of the destinations and chosen degrees of our school leavers in 2018, showing the support 

and the achievement our pupils experience at The Purbeck School to achieve their goals:  

 Oxford University – Biochemistry 

 Bath University – Astrophysics 

 Durham University – English Literature; Law 

 Exeter University – Geography; 

Mathematics; Law 

 Southampton University – Biomedical 

Sciences; Economics; Electrical 

Engineering; Philosophy & English 

 Royal Veterinary College – Bio 

Veterinary Sciences 

 



 

Russell Group universities 
 

Established in 1994, the Russell Group represents 24 leading UK universities which are committed to maintaining 

the very best research, an outstanding teaching and learning experience and unrivalled links with the business 

and public sector.  

Why are these universities so sought after? 

• The Russell Group band 

together to secure more 

funding, contracts, grants and 

awards their way. This is 

invested in research and helps 

Russell Group to attract the 

best academic staff.  

• Students work with world class 

experts, use first-rate libraries 

and facilities, are part of a 

highly motivated and talented 

peer group and often engage 

with cutting-edge research. 

• Russell Group universities 

taught 80% of doctors and 

dentists trained in the UK from 

2015-16 

• Graduates from Russell Group 

universities earn on average 

around 10% more than other 

graduates of other universities 

over a lifetime* 

 

• ‘Graduate recruiters and 

developers highly value the 

breadth of intellect and skills 

that many Russell Group 

graduates can bring to their 

organisations’ Stephen 

Isherwood, Chief Executive, 

Association of Graduate 

Recruiters 

• 17 out of the top 20  

universities targeted by top 

employers are in the Russell Group. 

• Four of the top ten universities in 

the world are Russell Group 

institutions. Furthermore, 15 

Russell Group universities feature 

in the top 100 and all 24 are in the 

top 250, according to the QS World 

University Rankings for 2018. 

 

• Average staff to student ratios are 

1:7 compared to 14:1 at non-

Russell Group universities.  

 

 

 

If you want to know more see the informed choices booklet; the Russell Group 

website http://russellgroup.ac.uk;   

The Russell Group Youtube channel; follow @RussellGroup on twitter  



 

Universities in the Russell Group 

 

 University of Birmingham 
 University of Bristol 
 University of Cambridge 
 Cardiff University 
 Durham University 
 University of Edinburgh 
 University of Exeter 
 University of Glasgow 
 Imperial College London 
 King's College London 
 University of Leeds 
 University of Liverpool 

 London School of Economics & Political Science 
 University of Manchester 
 Newcastle University 
 University of Nottingham 
 University of Oxford 
 Queen Mary, University of London 
 Queen's University Belfast 
 University of Sheffield 
 University of Southampton 
 University College London 
 University of Warwick 
 University of York

 

Other Top universities 
 

There are other universities, not in The Russell Group, who are recognised 

as being leading universities. Places at these universities are also highly 

sought after. For example:  

 The University of Bath and Loughborough University are renowned 

for their outstanding sports provision.  

 

 The Arts University Bournemouth is ranked 11th in the UK for its Art 

and Design courses. 

 

 The University of Lancaster is ranked 8th in the Top University League Table of 2019. 

 

 The University of Reading and The University of St Andrews have strong traditional reputations.  The 

University of St Andrews is the only non-Russell Group university in the Top 100 global universities.  

 

 Nottingham Trent University  soared 18 places to overtake its better-known competitor, The 

University of Nottingham which is a member of the elite Russell Group, in the 2019 edition of the 

Guardian University Guide. 

 

If you would like more information on university choices, there are several online references where you 

can filter by subject, academic spending, student satisfaction and others.  

https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings 

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/student/best-universities/best-universities-uk 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2018/may/29/university-league-tables-2019 

  

‘Look carefully for a course that will 

challenge and stretch you. It is not 

always the Universities with long 

traditions that make sure their 

curriculums are up to date.’ 

Professor Kate Normington, Senior 

Vice President of Royal Holloway 

College at the University of London 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/nottinghamtrentuniversity
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/student/best-universities/best-universities-uk
https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2018/may/29/university-league-tables-2019


I want to go to a top university;  

   Which A-Levels Should I Study? 

Many courses at university build on knowledge and skills which students gain while still at school.  For 

this reason, some university courses require you to have studied a particular subject already- and this will 

be a must for entry onto those courses. For example, for general engineering degrees, mathematics and 

physics are typically essential A-level qualifications. If you know what you want to do they look at the 

UCAS and university websites BEFORE making your choices to ensure that you have what you need to 

progress onto the university course of your choice. Please do note advice given by universities, for 

example, you are not expected to study law at A-Level to read Law at university, a range of facilitating 

subjects is highly likely to be preferred as explained below.   

Some advanced level subjects are more frequently required for entry to degree courses than others. We 

call these subjects ‘facilitating’ because choosing them at advanced level opens a wide range of options for 

university study. These subjects are ideal if you are unsure about what you would like to apply for. Russell 

Group advice is to study at least 2 facilitating subjects.  

Facilitating subjects are: 

• Biology  

• Chemistry  

• English literature  

• Geography  

• History  

• Physics   

• Modern and classical languages  

• Maths and further maths

What grades do I need? 

Top universities are enormously over-subscribed, for example on average only 1 in 5 applicants are 
offered a place at Oxford University. For medicine at Oxford this is 1 in 10. You will often need 9’s and 
8’s across most, to nearly, all of your subjects at GCSE and an A*AA or higher at A Level to meet the 
entrance requirements for these very top universities. It is therefore very important to work hard and 
do as well as possible at both A Level and GCSE.  
 

Do I need to sit additional tests? 
Specialist tests can be required for some of the top degree programmes at the most prestigious 
universities, remember there is international competition for places on these degree programmes.  It 
is important to be aware of what might be required of you if you have a particular career or degree 
programme in mind as preparation is essential. You should seek to find out as much as you can about 
these assessments in advance (see below for website links). These tests help universities make more 
informed choices from amongst the many highly qualified applicants who apply for their programmes. 
The tests ensure that the candidates that are ultimately selected possess the most appropriate 
intellectual aptitude and attitudes for the course and the right value system that will translate into the 
right professional behaviours in that particular vocation. 
Examples of additional tests:

Law 

*Cambridge Law Test 

 

*LNAT – National 

Admissions Test for Law 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics 

*Mathematics Admissions 

Test (MAT) 

 

*Sixth Term Examination 

Paper (STEP) 

 

*Test of Mathematics for 

University Admissions 

Thinking Skills 

Assessment 

*Thinking Skills 

Assessment Oxford (TSA 

Oxford) 

 

*Thinking Skills Assessment 

University College London 

(TSA UCL)

http://ba.law.cam.ac.uk/applying/cambridge_law_test/
http://www.lnat.ac.uk/
http://www.lnat.ac.uk/
http://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/mat/about-mat/
http://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/mat/about-mat/
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/our-services/subject-specific/step/about-step/
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/our-services/subject-specific/step/about-step/
http://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/test-of-mathematics-for-university-admission/about-the-test-of-mathematics-for-university-admission/
http://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/test-of-mathematics-for-university-admission/about-the-test-of-mathematics-for-university-admission/
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/our-services/thinking-skills/tsa-oxford/about-tsa-oxford/
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/our-services/thinking-skills/tsa-oxford/about-tsa-oxford/
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/our-services/thinking-skills/tsa-oxford/about-tsa-oxford/
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/our-services/thinking-skills/tsa-ucl/about-tsa-ucl/
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/our-services/thinking-skills/tsa-ucl/about-tsa-ucl/
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/our-services/thinking-skills/tsa-ucl/about-tsa-ucl/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

I want to study at Oxford or Cambridge 
University:  
What are they looking for?  

Do you love to question and have an appetite for knowledge? Do you consistently achieve top grades in 

your class? These are the questions you should be asking yourself when considering applying to Oxford. 

Top grades are a crucial component for applying to Oxford; competition is high so they only select the very 

highest achievers. In addition they want students who are passionate about their subjects and can 

demonstrate this. So for example, you need to enjoy learning and reading not only in the topics you are 

studying, but also outside within your general subject areas. 

How does the process work? 

 An early UCAS application needs to be submitted by mid-October 

 You may need to complete any assessment tests prior to your application being submitted or when it 

is under ‘active consideration’. (See additional tests above) 

 You will be asked to produce evidence of written work for some subjects, for example essays that you 

have been written and assessed by your subject teacher. 

 If successful, you will then be invited to interview. The interview is a critical part of the assessment 

process for Oxford and Cambridge universities. Much practise (as realistic as possible) is advised. Both 

Universities have information about their admissions interviews on their website. If you secure an 

interview, it is strongly advised to find out everything you can about the tutor interviewing you and 

their field of expertise, this is easy to do and can make a very big difference to your performance in 

the room.  

The Oxbridge application process is demanding and you should be aware of this before applying.  

For more information on Oxford interviews see  

www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/interviews 

For more information on Cambridge interviews see 

www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/interviews 



I want to go to a top university     
what else can I do? 

There are certain programmes that Russell Group universities offer that will prepare you well to study 

particular subjects at a higher level that mean that you may secure a slightly lower conditional offer, 

depending on your personal circumstances. Here are just two examples of current schemes:  

Exeter Scholars Programme (Year 12) 

Exeter Scholars is a free programme giving you the opportunity to find out more about university, develop 
a passion for your chosen subject, and gain first-hand experience of student life at the University of Exeter. 
The activity strands students can choose from are: 

 Biosciences 

 Classics and Ancient History 

 Drama 

 Economics, Management, and 

Finance 

 English, Visual Culture, and 

Film 

 Geography 

 History 

 Law 

 Mathematics 

 Medical Professions 

 Medicine 

 Mining Engineering and 

Geology 

 Modern Languages 

 Physics 

 Politics & Philosophy 

 Sociology, Criminology, and 

Anthropology 

 Sport & Health Sciences and 

Psychology 

 Theology and Religion

It will provide you with: 

 An understanding of university life and an opportunity to hear directly from current university students 
about their experiences 

 First-hand experience of a leading university and advice from world-class academics who are passionate 
about the subjects they teach 

 An exciting insight into the type of research carried out by universities and the impact it can have on our 
everyday lives 

 The chance to make new friends 
 The opportunity to explore a subject of your choice through fully funded residential events and regular 

trips to one of our campuses 
 Development of experience and knowledge to help you decide if university is right for you, and, if so, 

boost your university application 
 Development of key skills to help with both your current studies and the transition to university-level 

study in the future 
 A pathway to studying at the University of Exeter and access to the Exeter Scholars benefits packages 

including the chance of a reduced offer. 

To be eligible for the Exeter Scholars programme you need to have achieved a minimum of 8 GCSEs at 

grades 8-4, to include GCSE Maths and English at Grade 4 and above. You also need to meet one of the 

following criteria: 

 Be a Young Carer. 

 

 You are in receipt of Free School 

Meals 

 

 You are the first in your family to 

have studies at University. 

 

 Living or grew up in Local 

Authority care. 

 Current home post code 

shows that you live in an 

area with low levels of 

progression to Higher 

Education. (Postcodes within 

the lowest 2 POLAR3 

quintiles). Postcodes can be 

checked for eligibility on the 

HEFCE Postcode Checker 

 Attended a secondary school 

which achieved less than the 

national average of 5 A*-C 

passes (including English and 

Maths) at GCSE in 2015. 

 Studies affected or disrupted 

by circumstances in your 

personal, social or domestic 

life. 

Please refer to The University of Exeter Scholars Website for more details: 

https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/apply/year12/ 

https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/biosciences/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/classicsandancienthistory/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/drama/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/economicsmanagementandfinance/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/economicsmanagementandfinance/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/englishvisualcultureandfilm/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/englishvisualcultureandfilm/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/geography/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/history/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/law/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/mathematics/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/medicalprofessions/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/medicine/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/miningengineeringandgeology/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/miningengineeringandgeology/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/modernlanguages/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/physics/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/politicsandphilosophy/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/sociologycriminologyandanthropology/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/sociologycriminologyandanthropology/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/sporthealthsciencesandpsychology/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/sporthealthsciencesandpsychology/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/subjectactivitystrands/participantscommencingdecember2018/theologyandreligion/


 

Summer School Programmes 

We have found that university summer schools and work experience related to a students’ A Level subjects 

or career ambitions is seen as very desirable from the point of view of university admissions tutors.  

The Sutton Trust 

The Sutton Trust organises summer schools at 11 leading universities offer over 400 different subjects from 

Anthropology to Zoology. They also have a US programme where pupils can experience life at the top US 

Universities including Yale and Harvard. The summer schools allow you to experience university life, 

explore academic study and receive support with your UCAS application as well as meet like-minded 

students from across the UK and engage with current undergraduates. The Sutton Trust will cover the cost 

of travel, accommodation, food and activities so you don’t have to pay anything.  

 80% of Sutton Trust Summer School attendees are more likely to achieve a 2:1 or higher in their 

undergraduate degree compared to their peers. 

 53% of Sutton Trust Summer School attendees are more likely to go on to leading universities than 

their peers.**  

The Sutton Trust website has some first-hand experiences of impact of a summer school on students about 

to apply for university:   

‘I believe that the summer school has broadened my horizons and allowed me to see that an education at 

my dream university is perhaps not as unreachable as I first thought. Also, it was an amazing experience to 

be able to meet so many like-minded people and to be able to talk to people with the same aspirations and 

the same passion as myself. Thank you very much for allowing me to take part in this wonderful 

opportunity!’ 

For more information on summer school places see http://summerschools.suttontrust.com  

Applications for summer 2019 will open in January 

EDT: Headstart 

EDT delivers over 40,000 STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) experiences each year, 

for young people aged 9 -21 across the UK. 

EDT’s Headstart programme organises experience courses at university for Year 12 & S5 (16-17 year old) 

students. 

Headstart has been established for more than 23 years as a charitable trust providing hands-on Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) activities and engineering taster courses to encourage young 
people into technology-based careers. 

Taking place at some of the UK’s top universities and run by inspirational leaders and academics, the 
courses are perfect for finding out more about what exciting career opportunities a degree course might 
lead to. The broad-based engineering courses give a flavour of many different aspects of engineering and 
their focus courses provide an insight into many different highly specialised fields.  

Headstart courses in 2019 are offered at a subsidised rate of £385 for all courses, except Oxford and 

Cambridge which are offered at £435.  Everything's included - tuition, accommodation, evening activities 

and meals, but not your travel costs to and from the University, which you must arrange.  

They have a number of fully-funded and part-funded bursary places and they may be able to offer you 
assistance if financial hardship would prevent you accepting the offer of a place.   

However, as a charitable trust they do have limited funds and as some schools are able to offer financial 
help for educational courses such as theirs, they’d like you to please ask them first if they’d be willing to 
support you.   



 
We may be able to offer assistance for fees to students who meet some of the following criteria:- 

 Students eligible for free school meals now or within the last 6 years 

 Students who are or who have been in local authority care 

 Students who are carers for family members  

 If your family is receiving Working Tax Credit or Universal Credit, and you can evidence it. 

 

Other Summer Schools 

 

Many other opportunities come through sixth form and are offered to year 12. Over the past 2 years we 

have had students attend: 

 Cambridge Shadowing 
Experience 
3 day residential at Cambridge 
University in association with 
their Students Union. 
 

 Downing College Cambridge 
University Summer School 
Residential Summer School 
staying at Downing College 
 

 Cambridge University Law 
Conference Residential 
Residential for Law students 
 

 Fulbright USA Summer School 
In association with The Fulbright 
Commission and Sutton Trust a 2 

week fully funded residential in 
USA visiting various American 
Universities. 
 

 Warwick University 
Residential          
                   

 Newcastle University Residential 
 

 University of Sussex Medical & 
Nursing Residential 
 

 Southern Universities Network 
Summer School 
Residential including visits to 
Southampton & Portsmouth 
University 
 

 Bournemouth University 
Summer School 
 

 Arts University Bournemouth 
Summer School 
 

 Widening Access to Medicine 

Residential at Southampton 

University 

 

 Oxford University Merton 

College Residential 

 

 Oxford University Hertford 

College Residential

 
In July 2018 our Head 

Boy, Josh Turner, 

attended the Sutton 

Trust US programme 

this summer. He 

experienced a taste of 

life at a leading 

American university. 

Josh went through a 

rigorous selection 

process and was chosen 

as one of 150 students 

from an original pool of 

over 1,000 applicants. 

Josh headed to New 

York in and spent time 

at Harvard, MIT and 

Columbia universities. 
 

 



Bursaries 

Effective bursary schemes help address the concerns of some students who feel they may not be able to 

finance their years of study. There should be no reason for financial worries to present a barrier to studying 

at one of the country’s best universities. Most Russell Group Universities have excellent schemes in place, 

the following are a small example of what is out there if you do your research: 

 
Newcastle University’s substantial range of 

scholarships will benefit approximately 30% of new 

undergraduate students starting their degree in 

2015. There are a wide range of scholarships and 

bursaries available – see the Student Wellbeing 

section of the Newcastle University website for 

further details.  

 

“At Birmingham we ensure that fears about 

finance do not constrain prospective students 

from considering university and that excellence is 

rewarded. The University offers a range of 

additional financial support for students studying 

at Birmingham in the form of bursaries, grants 

and scholarships.”  

There are very wide range of scholarships that apply 

to all subject areas and beyond. The university also 

uses funds to help students experience excellent 

work related opportunities for example, their 

Gateway Bursary for internships or other activities 

to support employment, which students on low 

incomes might otherwise not be able to access due 

to travel costs and lost pay, as they may have been 

planning to work during the holidays. 

This bursary supports students from priority groups 

to take up opportunities that will help improve their 

personal and professional development. Support is 

available up to a value of £2,000. 

At Nottingham, at least a third of students are 

eligible for the University Core Bursary, which offers 

up to £3,000 for each year of undergraduate study. 

This is a means tested bursary based on the 

student’s household income. For many students 

this reduces the need to do paid work which allows 

more time to focus on studies. 

 

Financial support for undergraduate students at 

Oxford is a feature of the work of the university and 

its colleges. In addition to bursaries and tuition fee 

reductions, the collegiate University has always 

offered additional support to students through a 

number of additional financial assistance schemes, 

including supplementary financial provision offered 

by colleges. 

The collegiate University continues to devote 

substantial resources to providing generous 

maintenance bursaries up to an estimated £7.2 

million in 2015-16, and to maintaining tuition fee 

reductions worth £3.6 million. 

Due to the high level of financial support, the 

University estimates students from households with 

incomes of £25,000 or less will be able to reduce 

the amount of government maintenance loan they 

take out by at least £2,000, based on the current 

lower range estimate of Oxford living costs over 

nine months. 

Sources for quoted statistics: 

* The Russell Group, June 2017 https://russellgroup.ac.uk/media/5524/rg_text_june2017_updated.pdf.  

**Sutton Trust UK Website: https://summerschools.suttontrust.com/ 

 

 

https://russellgroup.ac.uk/media/5524/rg_text_june2017_updated.pdf
https://summerschools.suttontrust.com/

