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The literacy and numeracy catch-up premium gives schools additional funding to support Year 7 students who did not achieve the expected standard in 

reading or maths at the end of key stage 2 (KS2). 

 

Academic Strategy Overview 
 

Teaching for Mastery and the 
power of assessment and 
feedback. 

All teachers have a commitment that virtually all students can learn all important academic knowledge to a level of excellence if… 

 Allowed the amount right amount of time to learn; 

 Provided with the appropriate conditions to learn. 

Setting In English, students are taught in mixed attainment classes as we wish to avoid a ‘double disadvantage’ for students. English teachers at 
The Purbeck School agree with the idea that ‘setting has the effect of promoting social class differences rather than eroding them’ 
Sheila Riddell. 
In Maths, as many students with a KS2 Maths score less than 100 are assigned to mixed attainment classes. Only students with a very 
low KS2 score or with large gaps in their knowledge and skills are assigned to a Nurture class – this is normally between six and ten 
students. 

Home learning – and Home 
learning support  

All Year 7 students undertake 20mins of reading, 20mins of maths and 20mins of self-quizzing for home learning. In Maths, students 
use Times Tables Rock Stars and Hegarty Maths. Those identified as needing further support are invited to attend the Home Learning 
club after school. 

English catch up support 
sessions 

A weekly, one hour session, with a teacher of English, targeting catch up students that are not DSEN with a priority on disadvantaged. 
 

Maths catch up support 
sessions 

A weekly, one hour session, with a teacher of Maths, targeting catch up students that have a KS2 Maths score less than 90 – this will 
run in the autumn term. In the spring term, a peer mentoring project will be set up where Y12 students will support identified students. 

Supported study Identified students, including disadvantaged students, have supported study to help develop the knowledge and skills necessary for the 
English curriculum. This provision is an extra 3-5 hours each cycle per child and is coordinated by CWN (SENCO) and delivered by TAs. 

 In the first instance, students are selected as a result DSEN and disadvantaged need with KS2 scores less than 100. 

 All students below 90 in KS2 reading complete a WRAT test and then are tested again at the end of term. 

 Teacher assessment information from tracking points are also considered for whether supported study needs to continue. 

Tutor time reading A commitment that every student will read two full novels in tutor time each academic year. 

Library lessons To address literacy for all Y7, the autumn term includes library induction and a fortnightly library lesson to push reading for pleasure. 

DSEN Interventions include Lexia, SOUND and Phonics. These are specific DSEN strategies for students to support reading, writing and oracy. 
SOUND is delivered by teaching staff; Lexia and Phonics by trained Teaching Assistants. More information regarding SEN intervention 
follows. 

Network Reading Group Targeted students to work with Year 6 students in an inter-school book group to encourage reading of the less able. 

Primary Network Meetings Literacy, numeracy and DSEN coordinators from each primary school meet teachers each half term to communicate key information, 
smooth transition and develop teacher needs. This partnership is designed to support all children with in the Purbeck area. 
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Personalised Reading Pathways: Standardised Scores 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hodder Test 85-90 1. SOUND

Hodder Test 76 84 2. Lexia

Hodder Test + 
WRAT 4

-70 - 75
3. Supported 

Study and 
Phonics

Hodder Test 90-110 Q. F. T.

As students’ standardised score improves, they will 

work along the personalised reading pathways until 

they achieve a score of 100+ 
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Student assessment, tracking and interventions  
 

Assessment information regarding Y7 English and Maths catch up students, i.e. is the student on, above or below track, is available on our Global mark 

sheets with the relevant interventions assigned to each student. 

 

Review of English Catch Up 2016/17 
 

 In September 2016, 51 out of 161 students joined The Purbeck School with a KS2 Reading score less than 100. 

 There is a recognition that a successful catch up strategy will need to address attendance, wellbeing, academic and behavioural interventions. 

 High percentage of DSEN students in this cohort (81%) (See personalised intervention pathway document above). 

 In 2016-17, English used catch up funding to run a smaller English class with qualified English teachers in each year half. 

 In 2016-17, 85% students with KS2 Reading score less than 100 were assessed as on or above track. 

 

Review of Maths Catch Up 2016/17 
 

 In September 2016, 55 out of 161 students joined The Purbeck School with a KS2 Maths score less than 100. Difference from the national average point 

score was -1.0. 

 Maths classes have been structured using a ‘top and tail’ model because the gap between the most able and least able mathematicians is too large. 

Typically, each year half has one top set, two mixed attainment sets and one nurture set. 

 As many students with a KS2 Maths score less than 100 are assigned to mixed attainment classes. Only students with a very low KS2 score or with large 

gaps in their knowledge and skills are assigned to a Nurture class – this is normally between six and ten students. 

 In 2016-17, 84% students with KS2 Maths score less than 100 were assessed as on or above track. 

 In autumn 2017, 8 out of 15 students in the Nurture classes were moved into a mixed attainment maths class as assessments demonstrated their 

knowledge and skills were strong enough to access the content and be successful. 
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