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Introduction 

1 Introduction 

Applying through UCAS 

Application timeline 

Personal statement 

Top tips and examples 
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Applying through UCAS 

2 Applying through UCAS 

Universities and Colleges Admissions Service 

UK Universities only 

www.ucas.com 

Course search – 35,000+ available 

Online resources – how to videos 
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Applying through UCAS 

2 Applying through UCAS 

2 

Cost (2013/14) 

– £12 one choice 

– £23 more than one choice 

School/College ‘buzzword’ 

Make a note of your personal ID 

Sensible email address 
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Applying through UCAS 

2 Applying through UCAS 

2 

Registration 

Personal Details 

Additional Information 

Course and institution choices 

Education and Qualifications 

Student Finance 

Employment 

Personal Statement 

School/College Reference 

Declaration 

Pay and Send 
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2 

2 Applying through UCAS 

Applying through UCAS 

15 

October 

15 

January 

24 

March 

Oxbridge, Medicine, 

Dentistry, Vet Med 

and Vet Science 

Most courses Some Art and 

Design courses 
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Choices 

3 Choices 

Maximum of 5 choices 

Four choices for: 

– Medicine 

– Dentistry 

– Veterinary Medicine and Veterinary Science 

One choice at the University of Oxford or the University of Cambridge 
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Choices 

3 Choices 

3 

Is it  

Accredited? 

Who offers my 

course? 

What is the 

City/Town like? 
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UCAS Form 

4 UCAS Form 
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Personal Statement 

5 Personal Statement 

Most important section of your UCAS application 

Tool that universities use in their admissions process 

Helps you distinguish yourself from others with similar grades 

Your chance to show off your writing style and talents 
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Personal Statement 

5 Personal Statement 

5 

Three key factors: 

Academic Ability 

Motivation 

Research and wider understanding 
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Personal Statement 

5 Personal Statement 

5 
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Personal Statement 

5 Personal Statement 

5 

Reasons for choosing the course  

Any career plans 

Work experience or voluntary work – 

relevant skills 

Any non-accredited skills and/or 

achievements you have gained 

If you are planning to take a year out, your 

reasons why.  What will you do? 

Social, sports or leisure interests 
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Advice from Admissions tutors 

6 Advice from Admissions tutors 

6 

DO: 

Mention responsibility with examples of 

duties undertaken 

Be reflective – rather than ‘I like sport’ 

explain why 

Mention authors/writers/artists when talking 

about specific research 

Spell check and read through with 

teachers/parents 

Be clear – admissions tutors don’t have 

time to ‘read between the lines’ 
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Advice from Admissions tutors 

6 Advice from Admissions tutors 

6 

DON’T: 

Mention a specific institution unless only 

applying for one 

Talk about the content of your A level 

courses in detail 

Plagiarise – UCAS will know! 

Lie, exaggerate or get someone else to 

write it for you 
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Advice from Admissions tutors 

6 Advice from Admissions tutors 

“If applying for different subjects ensure that all subjects are covered in your 
statement” 

“It is a pleasure (although a surprisingly rare one) to read a statement 
where the candidate’s voice comes across clearly – be yourself” 

“We want to see an active, well rounded individual not just a good 
academic” 

“I use a personal statement to get a sense of an applicants personality, their 
interests and how motivated they are” 
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7 

“‘Nothing exists, and if it did, no one could know it, and if they knew it, they 

could not communicate it’ (Gorgias).  

“It is this ability of Philosophy to astound and turn conventional ideas on 

their head that makes it endlessly appealing, and which has ultimately 

formed the basis of my passion for philosophy. 

“For years I have evidently philosophised, without realising. Films such as 

‘The Matrix’, ‘The Truman Show’ and books such as ‘The Lord of the Flies’ 

and ‘1984’ left me reeling, and puzzling for days over subjects I later found 

out were called epistemology, meta-ethics and normative ethics.” 

 

7 Example of a Personal Statement 

Example of a Personal Statement 

Straight to 

the subject 

Cites 

relevant text 

Positive and 

Enthusiastic 

Use of appropriate 

terms 
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‘Discovery. To me that is what Chemistry is about. You never know when 

something ground-breaking could be at your fingertips’. 

7 Examples of Personal Statements 

Good Examples of Personal 

Statements 

‘I successfully combine college work with a regular evening job 

waitressing in a French restaurant where I am required to think on my feet, 

resolve challenging situations and often deal with people’. 

Both educationally and socially, university life will help me to grow as a 
person. I hope to develop skills to carry me through life and career and help 
me to succeed in all my endeavours’. 

Within school, being a prefect and peer mentoring younger students has 
helped me to gain leadership qualities and  also build good communication 
skills with people of different ages’. 
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7 

“I like to try interesting and different things. I do ID parades for 

the police.” 

7 Examples of Personal Statements 

Poor Examples of Personal 

Statements 

Since leaving school I have felt fairly disillusioned, my original 

college course was in Business and Finance, and led to 

several jobs in offices. I hated them. I’ve worked in places like 

Pizza Hut and the Odeon Cinema. I wasn’t prepared to do the 

slow climb up the corporate ladder.” 

“What is the point of life? This is a question I have often 

asked myself.” 
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7 Examples of Personal Statements 

Poor Examples of Personal 

Statements 

“I also have a part-time job at my local Sainsbury’s store. At 

times this can be very demanding as I work on the 

delicatessen and some customers can be very picky about 

how thickly you cut their ham or how well you wrap it.”  

“I have few interests outside my studies, as I tend to believe 

that most such activities are ultimately futile.” 

I am currently working to address problems I have had 

meeting deadlines.”  
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“If you give me the chance I know you will be pleased. We 

should be together so that I may finish my studies in your 

campus, perhaps our relationships will extend into the eternity 

of a masters. I wish that you get to know me as I have gotten 

to know you” 

7 Examples of Personal Statements 

Odd Examples of Personal 

Statements 

“Hi my name is ...... I know you might not know much about 

me but I know you very well. I have something to confess to 

you: I think I love you. I’m sorry this is so sudden” 
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“Tell me and I will forget, show me and I may remember, 

involve me and I will understand’ this is my philosophy to 

learning. I learnt this motto at the Global Students Forum 

2006 in London where I became a peer educator. Additionally 

I have participated in a mock United Nations meeting at 

Chichester County Hall. These opportunities taught me how 

to apply my skills to communicate in different contexts and 

express my energetic, sociable creative personality within 

debates.”  

7 

7 Examples of Personal Statements 

Example of a Personal Statement – 

good or bad? 
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Summary 

8 Summary 

Remember the deadlines 

Keep your password safe 

Keep your statement relevant 

– Say why you want to do the course – enthusiasm 

– Be positive, you must sell your skills and experiences 

– Spelling, punctuation and grammar! 

Get it done… don’t put it off 
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Find out more 

11 Find out more 

11 

www.ucas.com 

www.offa.org.uk/students 

www.push.co.uk 

www.prospects.ac.uk 

www.unistats.com 
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Open Days 2014 

Saturday 21 June 

Saturday 5 July 

Saturday 13 September 

@uniofeastanglia 

Overall Winner What Uni Student 

Choice Awards  


