
How do we assess pupils’ progress through the English Curriculum? 

We believe that formative assessment is the best way to assess pupils’ progress in English: 

We use formative assessment to check that curriculum content is remembered long term and what 

has been forgotten. At both KS3 and KS4 formative assessment is used within and through each English 

lesson. 

We recognise that assessment can be used in a number of ways: 

• Assessment of learning: e.g. summative assessments in order to monitor pupils’ progress 

through national standardised tests (used for data drops) 

• Assessment for learning: through questioning, MWB, examining pupils’ work to provide 

analysis of pupil progress and allow real time adjustments in lessons. 

• Assessment as learning: through routine quizzes and tests to build memory and automaticity 

in students. These low stakes assessments are central to the learning process. 

Assessment as Learning through starter quizzes: 

Starter quizzes are designed to be used to check that students remember taught knowledge, reinforce 

taught knowledge and also allow teachers to address misconceptions and gaps as they appear in 

student performance.  

There is a clear format and rationale that is utilised by the department in using formative assessment 

at the start of each lesson. Starter quiz assessment, for example, simultaneously allow teachers to 

assess what students know and remember, can be used as a way to reinforce learning of knowledge 

and allow students to move towards automaticity in areas.  

Assessment as learning in KS3 Starter Quizzes:  

Starter quizzes at KS3 are used to assess student knowledge of grammar and writers’ methods and 

are linked to our Purbeck School writing mat. We use a regular routine quiz in order to build 

automaticity in certain defined areas such as accurate comma usage in complex sentence structures 

such as those using adverbial elements or relative clauses, correct use of apostrophes and ability to 

identify word classes or methods used by writers. We have decided to prioritise this content as it 

supports students in expressing themselves across all writing tasks and across the curriculum. 

Starter quizzes for KS3 take three formats and are all conducted on MWB in order to ensure that 

teachers are in the best position to notice misconceptions that they might need to address. The 

knowledge targeted in the starter quizzes has been scheduled and planned for the year so it is 

consistent between teachers. We use three formats to allow us to test this knowledge in a variety of 

ways and allows for opportunities for students to be creative whilst demonstrating their knowledge. 

Starter Quiz 1: 

 

 

 

 

 



Starter Quiz 2:  

 

Starter Quiz 3: 

 

 

Assessment as learning in KS4 Starter Quizzes: 

Recall of knowledge and interleaving are vital elements in supporting students to commit information 

to their long-term memory. To that end, at The Purbeck School we have committed to beginning 

lessons with a, low-stakes questions in order to test and recall previous knowledge. Teachers use these 

starter activities as a means of formatively assessing students and to address any misconceptions that 

arise. A schedule for the content of starter quizzes is published at the start of each academic year 

based on effective interleaving of taught knowledge. 

Example 1: 



 

Example 2:  

 

 

Assessment during Schemes of learning: 

In the same way that you would not assess the progress of an amateur runner by expecting them to 

run a marathon, we do not assess our KS3 students by asking them to complete the same examination 

questions that they would face at the end of KS4 or use grade descriptors designed for summative 

purposes to provide formative feedback for teachers; we focus on assessing smaller areas of learning 

such as how to use particular punctuation or how effectively they embed a quotation.  



The assessments that our KS3 students undertake will include some of the composite skills required 

in the GCSE and therefore will be linked to and have some resemblance to the end-point goals.  

Our assessments develop in complexity as students progress through the curriculum.  

Self-assessment: 

If you look at the supporting self-assessment sheet (below – versions also exist on PPt), you will notice 

that assessment of creative writing in year seven looks only at composites such as vocabulary, 

sentence variety, punctuation and linguistic methods where similar assessments in latter years also 

consider areas like narrative voice and complex structural designs. Similarly, whilst we prepare 

students in analysing literature, students in year seven would not be expected to draw references 

from a whole text and contextual understanding might be simplified as part of the assessment with 

the focus placed more on student competency in using quotations effectively.  

In addition, earlier assessments of literature may focus more fully on one of the composite skills such 

as ‘explaining effects on the readers’ or writing about ‘authorial intent’ rather than expecting students 

to be able to do all these things at the start of the KS3 curriculum. For example, It is in year 8 that we 

first expect student to be able to write analytical essays that discuss the development of a theme 

throughout a whole text and in year seven we focus on the mechanics of using quotations. 

 

What types of assessments do students complete? 

Given that we expect our students to make progress across reading, writing and speaking we have 

shaped our assessments through the year to allow for coverage of these areas and a range of forms 

within these areas. 

How do assessments shape the curriculum content? 

After assessments are completed curriculum plans are adjusted based on the common errors of 

students that are discovered by the department. Schemes of learning are regularly reviewed based on 

the outcomes of assessments and adapted for future teaching. 

 

 


